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Foreword 


God founded two institutions: the home and the 
church. They should never compete with one 
another, but they are both entrusted by God with 
the training of children. Years ago the Church 
wisely started Christian schools to specialize in 
the area of educating these children and young 
people in academics as well as spiritual subjects so 
they would be properly prepared to take their place 
in society. 

Two sad things gradually happened. Many par- 
ents began abdicating their responsibility for 
training their children by assuming the school 
would do it; and then, very subtly, atheistic 
humanists took over the school system and sec- 
ularized it. Consequently, the teaching of Chris- 
tianity, morals, and character building are no 
longer a part of education. 

During the last one hundred years or more the 
Church began to emphasize “Sunday School” clas- 
ses and youth meetings to give children the Bible 
training they no longer received in schools. Since 
World War II many churches have awakened to 
their educational responsibilities and have begun 
starting Christian day schools. As the public 
school system degenerated the Christian school 
movement increased until it has become the fas- 
test growing school movement in America. 
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Unfortunately, the trend still continues with too 
many parents who think the Christian school and - 
the Church should train their children. God has 
entrusted that responsibility to the parents, par- 
ticularly the fathers (see Deut. 6:7, Eph. 6:4, and 
others). The home has always been the greatest 
educational institution in the world; it has the 
child during the most pliable stage of his life— 
birth to fifteen years of age. The parent who gives 
himself fully to the task of training, loving, and 
disciplining his child during those years rarely has 
the heartache of a “teenage time bomb” ten years 
later. 

The Church, Christian school, and parents must 
work together in this very serious business of rais- 
ing our children to love God and to help equip them 
to serve Him and their fellow man. It is refreshing 
to see Paul Kienel, one of the nation’s most 
foresighted Christian educators and a devoted 
father, speak out on this issue. He is an active 
church leader who has rightly recognized the need 
to put into the hands of parents valuable informa- 
tion that will help them, their, church, and Christ- 
ian schools as together they bring up their children 
‘Gn the nuture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 
6:4). All concerned parents will find this book ex- 
ceedingly helpful. 


Dr. Tim F. LaHaye, president 
Christian Heritage College 


Preface 


It is appropriate that the subject of home and 
school be discussed within the same context. Each 
is vital to the survival of the other. I honestly 
believe if there is any hope for our beloved country, 
it lies in a revitalization of strong Bible-centered 
families, Bible-centered schools and an equally re- 
vitalized Bible-centered church community. 

I mention in the opening chapter of this book 
that the Christian world, since World War II, has 
concentrated on reviving the church. As long as 
the church is peopled by mortals it will never be 
fully revived but comparing the present Bible- 
believing church world to churches in the early 
forties, we have come a long way. In my view, we 
have concentrated on reviving the church to the 
point that we have neglected an equal concern for 
families and schools. In the process of succeeding 
with the church, we have created a spiritual im- 
balance for our children. Bible-believers in grow- 
ing numbers are beginning to realize that to havea 
revived church with weak Christian homes and a 
sterile secular educational system is to have a 
triad of confusion for our youngsters. The next 
generation desperately needs not only the support 
of revived churches but revived families and re- 
vived schools. 

This book will reflect my strong personal convic- 
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tion, and perhaps yours, that fathers must take a 
stronger position of leadership in our children’s - 
home training environment. Do you realize that 
83% of our children’s time is spent in our home 
environment? We should also realize that our chil- 
dren spend 16% of vital prime time in the process of 
school education. Martin Luther wrote the follow- 
ing important prophetic words: “J am much afraid 
that the universities and schools will prove to be the 
gates of hell, unless they diligently labor in explain- 
ing the Holy Scriptures and engraving them in the 
hearts of youth. I advise no one to place his child 
where the Scriptures do not reign paramount.” — 

As you well know, the “Scriptures do not reign 
paramount” in our tax-supported public schools 
and colleges. I stated in my previous book, “The 
Christian School: Why It Is Right For Your Child” 
(Victor Books), “It is time for the Christian com- 
munity to declare an educational program that will 
not kick the spiritual stuffings out of the next gener- 
ation!” It is also time for parents to investigate, 
evaluate and upgrade the quality of life for their 
children in the sacred sanctuary of their homes. 
Someone has said, “Church, home and school, 
Christ in all three - the divine ideal.” To my know- 
ledge, there is no-verse of Scripture that permits 
any of us to hold a view contrary to that “divine 
ideal.” 

The General Electric Company says “Progress is 
our most important product.” That may be right for 
General Electric but for parents, the lives of our 
children is our ultimate concern and they are 
much more than just a product. This book is writ- 
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ten to help parents and Christian school educators 
bring honor to Christ in the lives of children and 
young people at home and at school. 

For the past ten years, I have been writing about 
Bible-centered homes and schools. This particular 
work is the product of those years of thought, writ- 
ing and observation. I am aware that I have in- 
cluded some strongly worded statements. I am 
sure some will not agree with them. I apologize in 
advance if my statements or quotations are offen- 
sive to anyone. As always, I have tried to chart a 
course of viewpoint as close to Biblical authority as 
possible. 

I am particularly indebted to Lee Kay and 
Laurie McGuyre, loyal members of my staff who 
have carefully edited and typed my manuscript. I 
am also indebted to Joe Smith, James Braley and 
Eunice Dirks, talented Christian leaders who 
serve God with me on the WACS Executive Staff, 
to the nineteen members of the WACS Executive 
Board who have been my professional sounding 
board and to my wife, Annie, and my daughters, 
Sandi, Colleen and Cheryl, for putting up with my 
“mess in the dining room” while I hammered out 
the manuscript. 


Paul Kienel 
1641 Sheffield Dr. 
La Habra, California 90631 
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Back To 
Basics For Families 


and Schools 


Mr. Gable, tapping a small bell on his desk, said, 
“Class, please come to order. We will now salute 
the American flag.” With hands over hearts, my 
four classmates and I stood proudly for the pledge 
of allegiance to the American flag. We said sol- 
emnly, “I pledge allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America...” The words were a bit 
awkward because it was my first day of school in 
September, 1939. I was the only student in the first 
grade. In fact, there were only five students in the 
school. There were twin girls in grade three, a girl 
in grade four and a boy in the eighth grade who had 
remained in that particular grade for several 
years. Lest you feel sorry for us in our little red 
school house nestled in the wheat fields of north 
central Oregon, please don’t. It was an academic 
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heaven on earth! In the nineteen years of my for- 
mal education that followed, the quality of instruc- 
tion never surpassed the learning intensity of that 
little public school in Oregon. In avery real sense I 
had five teachers, Mr. Gable and the four other 
students. They all helped me, especially the twin 
girls in the third grade. Our aging eighth grader 
was not particularly helpful to me academically 
but he was great at recess time. He and I played 
softball and teamed up against Mr. Gable and the 
girls. Most often we won, especially when it was 
our turn at bat and we had left green grasshoppers 
in the fingers of the catcher’s mitt. 

Our school’s heating system consisted of a pot- 
bellied stove fueled by wood that we students car- 
ried from the woodpile located at the back of the 
school. The restroom facilities were small one- 
room structures located on either side of the main 
school house. 

Our school was deprived of an asphalt parking 
lot, landscaping, air-conditioning, a multi-media 
learning center and even electricity. We had no 
busing problems because we had no buses. 

The rural area surrounding our school was 
peopled by farmers who knew each other by name. 
They helped one another during harvest season 
and through difficult times of sickness. Our 
teacher, Mr. Gable, and other professional people 
such as doctors and ministers were highly revered 
in our community. 

I consider myself fortunate to have begun my 
educational career at the end of a unique era. It 
was the trauma and heartbreak of the second 
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world war in the forties that shattered the tran- 
quility of my early educational years. As our coun- 
try mobilized for global war, Americans by the 
multiplied thousands moved from farming areas to 
the cities to work for the “war effort.” Sons and 
young fathers were drafted for military service. 
Family groups were separated and marriage bonds 
were weakened and often severed. Life for children 
during these uncertain years was unsettling. It 
was a period of dramatic transition from peace 
time to war time. Even in rural Oregon we ob- 
served curfews and blackouts. We heard and saw 
the ominous aerial parade of twin-tailed B-24 
bombers and P-38 fighters conduct day and night 
practice missions over our community and along 
the cliffs and valleys of the beautiful Columbia 
River Gorge. Long caravans of U.S. Army jeeps 
and trucks rumbled along our highways, espe- 
cially at night. Tanks and bomb casings were ever 
present on railroad flat cars headed for shipping 
ports on the Oregon coast for transport. 

The life style of Americans changed rapidly dur- 
ing these years. Writing of the war years in his 
book, The Family First, Dr. Kenneth Gangel says: 


World War II defense plants reached their long, 
noisy arms into the kitchens of American families to 
create “Rosie the riveter.” While G.I. Joe was off 
shooting the bullets, his wife, girlfriend or sister was 
back home making them. What apparently was not 
foreseen in those early forties was that the new work- 
ing status of women was destined not to be a tempor- 
ary stopgap measure to assist America in the war, but 
a whole new pattern of life which has now come to 
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ugly fruition in what is loosely called the “Women’s 

Liberation Movement.” A cigarette commercial re- 

minds American women, “You've come a long way 

- baby,” but it stops short of suggesting which direc- 
tion. 


From the forties on, the climate of the classroom 
and the environment of the home would never be 
the same. The Bible-believing church community 
was a minor influence in the early forties. The 
tragedy of the second world war came to a close in 
1945 and Americans who had drifted spiritually 
saw their need for a basic Bible message and re- 
sponded to Bible-centered churches. Old line lib- 
eral churches waned but Bible-preaching churches 
soared into prominence and popularity. 

In the meantime, a counterforce was at work in 
the nation’s public school system. Because the 
government’s secular public schools were based on 
4 sterile secular philosophy, they had no way of 
responding in times of spiritual renewal. In the 
forties and fifties, for example, instead of respond- 
ing to spiritual revival, they were responding with 
great vigor to the philosophy of a man who be- 
lieved “that traditional belief in God is an unproven 
and outmoded faith.” He was the first president of 
the American Humanist Association. His name 
was John Dewey, Professor of Philosophy and 
Pedagogy at the University of Chicago and later at 
Columbia University. His views on pragmatic 
progressive education became the philosophic 
touchstone for all teacher training institutions ac- 
ross America. His humanistic progressive educa- 
tional theories reached full force in the nation’s 
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public school system in the forties and fifties and 
continued into the sixties. Only now, in the seven- 
ties his views are beginning to wane. Even though 
the public school system through the years has 
been peopled by more Christians per capita than 
any other profession in America, the ability of 
Christians to use the system as a means of present- 
ing Christ as Savior and Lord was and still is 
severely limited. While the church was being re- 
vived in the fifties, sixties and seventies, the 
American home and our children’s educational 
system was lagging far behind. 

Therefore the purpose of this book is to nurture 
the new wave of interest in the revitalization of 
Bible-centered families and the development of 
Bible-centered schools. America needs Bible- 
centered families and schools as never before. As 
we move from chapter to chapter discussing the 
Christian home and the Christian school, I urge 
you to contemplate the full ramifications of a verse 
of Scripture that has become a foundational prin- 
ciple for me. The verse is Colossians 1:18, “...that 
in all things He might have preeminence.” oO 
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“You can count on it! Your children are 
watching you. Whether you realize it or 
not, they are observing your every 
move. They are learning more from you 
than from all their teachers, preachers 
and peers combined.” 
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Children Are 


Parent Watchers 


Do you have fun with your children? I do with 
mine. My children, along with their friends, are 
wall-to-wall entertainment for me. We make up 
crazy games of all kinds. I usually end up the loser 
in most of them. We tell jokes. We have fights with 
bean bags (I win most of these because I am big- 
ger). As often as possible, we go camping in the 
Southern California desert. My wife and I pur- 
chased a camper and two small Christian motorcy- 
cles. I have declared them Christian because they 
are small and relatively safe. Because I am handy 
with tools, I have made three carts out of bicycle 
wheels and bucket seats and attached one behind 
the other. With my three daughters in the carts 
pulled by one of our Christian cycles, we zip around 
our desert camping area terrifying jack rabbits, 
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lizards and all other desert creatures who race 
across our path. We are a strange sight as we go 
weaving our way through the sage brush, over 
knolls and valleys but in the process we have 
genuine family fun together. 

My children know I definitely enjoy being with 
them no matter where we are or whatever the 
activity. My wife and I center our leisure fun-time 
around our children. Because we enjoy life, they 
enjoy life. And in the midst of all our pleasant 
family activity we as parents are, by example and 
by instruction, guiding our children through some 
of the hard lessons of life that every child must 
learn. Our practice of parent to child instruction is 
a valid scriptural pattern. Moses in Deuteronomy 
6:6-7 said, “And these words, which I am com- 
* manding today, shall be on your heart; and you 
shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall 
talk of them when you sit in your house and and 
when you walk by the way and when you lie down 
and when you rise up.” (N.A.S.B.). 

In God’s book the Bible, the family is clearly 
established as the basic unit of society. Dr. Gangel 
said, “There is no question about the Biblical post- 
tion on the primacy of the family. Long before God 
called into existence schools and churches, He de- 
signed the basic unit of society in the Garden of 
Eden. There is no evidence in scripture that this 
emphasis has ever changed. Parental right is a 
natural right which is neither bestowed nor 
legalized by the state.” The family has precedence 
over the church, the school, government and every 
other institution known to man. Such institutions 
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are vitally important but they survive only when 
our family units are strong and Christ is preemi- 
nent in our homes. As parents we have a responsi- 
bility to live our lives in a manner pleasing to God 
and inspiring to our children. The writer of Ephe- 
sians says, “. .. do not provoke your children to 
anger” (Ephesians 6:4 N.A.S.B.), implying our 
homes should be happy places where parents have 
learned to lead happy lives as living examples for 
the children God has given us. 

Remember the American Cancer Society’s tele- 
vision ad about the boy who imitated his father ina 
sequence of typical father and son outdoor ac- 
tivities? Then the two sat under a tree to rest. The 
father lit a cigarette and put the pack of cigarettes 
beside him. The boy picked up the cigarettes and 
looked inside the pack. At that point, the scene 
ended, leaving the viewer with the clear impres- 
sion that the boy was about to follow his father’s 
example and smoke a cigarette. The ad effectively 
accomplished its purpose. We shuddered at the 
thought of that child following in his father’s 
footsteps. 

The best legacy you as a parent can leave your 
- children is the memory ofa father and mother who 
-genuinely loved God, who loved each other, who 

loved their children and had a positive outlook on 
life- Tf you are a happy, positive Christian parent, 
it is very likely your children will be happy, posi- 
tive Christian children. 

You can count on it! Your children are watching 
you. Whether you realize it or not, they are observ- 
ing your every move. They are learning more from 
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you than from all their teachers, preachers and 
peers combined. For example, your youngsters 
learn about God and the Bible at church and Chris- 
tian school but they are looking to you for the 
down-home example of what a Christian is like as 
translated into a day-to-day pattern of living. The 
attitude you have toward spiritual matters and 
spiritual leaders will be mirrored in the attitudes 
of your children. If you roast principal, roast 
teacher or roast preacher at your dinner table 
each evening, your children will develop a disre- 
gard for their spiritual academic/leaders. : 

One evening as my wife and I prayed with our 
three daughters, each had woven into her prayer, 
“Thank you, Father, for all the good things you 
have given to us.” In our prayers my wife and [have 
inspired our daughters to be thankful to the Lord 
for His day-to-day blessings to our family. 

Your children and my children are also watch- 
ing us in times of crisis and stress in our families. 
The Scripture reminds us, “in everything give 
thanks,” (I Thess. 5:18 N.A.S.B.). Are you equally 
thankful to the Lord in times of distress as in times 
of blessing? How you react in a crisis is carefully 
observed by your children. 

As you know, life is made up of positives and 
negatives. There is a positive and a negative side 
to everything. The cup is either half full or half 
empty depending on your point of view. If you, as 
the attitude pace-setter for your children, are liv- 
ing on the positive side of life and you thoroughly 
enjoy living every day to its fullest, your children 
will sense your positive attitude and have a simi- 
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lar outlook on life. 

I personally enjoy being positive. Who wants to 
be negative when he can be positive! I could be- 
come totally depressed with the national debt, the 
ever-present possibility of a nuclear war or any one 
of a dozen fatal diseases which could afflict me or 
members of my family. If my thoughts majored on 
these possibilities I would be a negative, dismal, 
neurotic wreck and my wife and children would 
suffer because of it. I choose rather to concentrate 
on the amazing grace of our Heavenly Father, to 
enjoy the beauty of another day, the friendship and 
fellowship of my colleagues and the warmth and 
love of my own family. I thoroughly enjoy living for 
Jesus Christ. I do not live a positive life just be- 
cause of my children. It’s the way I want to live. I 
am fully aware that my children are reading me 
and because | enjoy living, they are learning to live 
a positive, joyful Christian life. It is beautiful to 
see. 

You may not consider yourself in the teaching 
profession; but if you are a parent, like it or not, 
you are a teacher. And the intensity of instruction 
and learning between you and your children for 
better or worse is greater than all the years of 
formal classroom education your children will re- 
ceive. As a parent, you are the prime teacher of 
your children. 

There isn’t a parent in the world who is 
adequately qualified on his own to be the model 
teacher for his children. That is why I pray every 
day that God in Heaven will give me the moment 
by moment wisdom I need to be the parent-teacher 
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God would have me be. 

As a leader in the burgeoning Christian school 
movement, I believe whole-heartedly in Christian 
school education. I will go to any sacrifice neces- 
sary to make it available for my youngsters. But it 
is not a substitute for my role as a parent. Your 
children and my children are parent watchers. It is 
our responsibility before God to live lives that will 
be an unforgettable source of inspiration to the 
next generation. 


“If your youngster is struggling in 
school, don’t lose faith in him. 
Thereis hope!” 
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Grades In School 
Are Not The 
Only Measure Of 
Your Child’s Worth 
To The World 


When our Lord selected His twelve disciples, He 
did not choose candidates whose academic records 
showed them to be in the top ten percent of their 
class. He called common men, mostly who were 
uneducated, to perpetuate His Gospel to all future 
generations. 

Even at less lofty levels than the Lord’s disci- 
ples, there have been men and women who were 
honored in their adult years as great individuals 
but as children in school they were perpetual can- 
didates for the least likely to succeed group. 

Perhaps a classic example is the well known 
story of a boy named Albert. Albert was so slow 
learning to talk that his parents thought he was 
abnormal. His teachers called him a misfit and 
classmates avoided him. He failed his first college 
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entrance examination. To the amazement of 
everyone, he turned out to be one of the greatest 
scientists in the world. His name—Albert 
Einstein. 

Winston Churchill was less than a bright boy in 
school. As a matter of fact, he was the lowest 
achiever in his class through his early years of 
education. He stuttered so badly that his parents 
and teachers could barely understand him. In later 
years as Prime Minister of Great Britain, he be- 
came known as one of the most eloquent statesmen 
in history. In 1953 he won the Nobel Prize for 
Literature. 

If your youngster is struggling in school, don’t 
lose faith in him. There is hope! Of course, success 
in later life is not guaranteed to the youngster who 
struggles in school even as success is not assured 
the student who is a straight ‘A’ genius. It is in- 
teresting to observe how many times children who 
trudge a continual uphill road in school develop a 
quality of determination in their character that 
makes them valuable citizens in their later years. 
If your youngster is less than an academic whiz, 
perhaps you will take comfort in the following 
survey of 342 graduates of Columbia University. 
According to the findings, “Those who had 
graduated from Columbia University with honors, 
who had won scholastic medals, who had been 
elected to Phi Beta Kappa, were more likely to be in 
the lower professional levels than in the top levels!” 

I suppose the best interpretation of such findings 
is that students who always succeed in school 
never learn the valuable lessons reserved only for 


on 
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as bright-bulbs!.He can take our liabilities and 
_turn_them into assets and our lives will bring 
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strugglers and uphill climbers. Those who whiz 
through school very often have some basic qual- 
ities of determination missing from their fibers 
and are afraid to attempt anything where the risk 
of failure is a possibility. The individual who 
struggles in school will attempt most anything in 
life because he has coped with failure so often one 
more failure is not all that traumatic to him. And 
because he keeps trying in the face of setback and 
disappointment, he eventually finds his niche and 
becomes a roaring success. This is not to say that 
you have to be mentally dull and have a difficult 
time in school to succeed in life. Brilliance is not a 
liability. But in the Lord’s economy of people, He 
has graciously balanced the scales and our worth 
to the kingdom is not determined totally on our 
academic prowess. God can-use-dim-bulbs.as well 


honor to His name as long as we are willing to 


‘submit ourselves to His direction. 


I believe in quality academic instruction in our 
schools. In a later chapter, I will discuss achieve- 
ment test scores which demonstrate that Christian 
school. education is significantly superior to the 
national norms established by public schools. Un- 
fortunately, however, many parents take the 
academic grades of their children too seriously and 
judge their youngster’s worth to the world on their 
current academic achievement. As parents, we 
should admonish our children to always do their 
best in school to bring honor to Christ but never 
‘should we attempt to force them into a specific 
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academic plateau in an effort to bolster our own 
parental ego. . 

If your child is honestly doing his best in school 
and if his best is less than impressive to you, don’t 
fall apart over it. Your child may be developing 
qualities that cannot be measured in academic 
grades. Permit me to list a few qualities that are of 
immeasurable value to the impact your child will 
have in later life: 

1) A Total Commitment to Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord 
Your child will be better adjusted emotionally and 
consquently better prepared to meet the stresses of 
life if he has trusted Christ as his Savior. Proverbs 
3:5-6 says, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not to thine own understanding. In all thy 
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy 
paths.” I can testify personally that this verse has 
been true in my life. 

2) A Total commitment to a Project of His 
Interest 
Perhaps your youngster is less than enchanted 
with history at school but has a project at home 
that requires commitment, hard work, skill anda 
series of trial and error sequences that are of great 
value to his learning processes. 

3)A Sense of Love and Compassion for Others 
This is seldom a natural characteristic. We come 
into this world as self-preservationists. Your child 
is far ahead of his peers if he has a genuine sense of 
compassion for others. Perhaps more than any 
other, this isa characteristic learned from parents. 
At the Kienel household during our family prayers 
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we often ask the Lord to “make us a blessing to 
other people.” This important concept is now bear- 
ing fruit in the lives of my children. 

4) A Sense of Responsibility 
If your youngster has developed a basic sense of 
responsibility and trustworthiness, he is already 
developing qualities of greatness that will be of 
significant value in later years. In Matthew, 
Christ reminds us, “... you were faithful with a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many things...” 
(Matt. 25:21 N.A.S.B.). 

5) A Spark of Creativity 
A problem Albert Einstein had in school was the 
fact that his mind was often on a creative mental 
adventure far removed from the subject being 
taught in the classroom. True creativity and im- 
agination may not always be reflected on your 
child’s report card. 

Never lose faith in your child. There is hope for 
him. There is hope especially if the love of Christ is 
preeminent in your child’s home and if you as his 
number one earthly example truly love him and 
assure him of your love often. The importance of 
parental love for children will be the topic of our 
next chapter. O 


“It is imperative to the mental and 
emotional well-being of your child that 
love be expressed to him by his 
parents on a regular basis and ina 
variety of ways.” 


4 


THE IMPORTANCE OF 
PARENTAL LOVE 


Whatever the natural liabilities or assets your 
child may reflect in school, his potential worth to 
the world is greatly enhanced if he loves God and 
has strong love ties at home. Your child can 
weather every storm if he knows Christ loves him 
and his parents love him. It is imperative to the 
mental and emotional well-being of your child that 
love be expressed to him by his parents on a regu- 
lar basis and in a variety of ways. 

I am sure observers of the Kienel household 
would characterize our family as an affectionate 
family. For example, when I arrive home from the 
office, I kiss my wife and daughters and I tell each 
one that I love them. This is important. Life for 
children and adults can be complicated. The sim- 
ple day-to-day contact with people at any age level 
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is enough to do us in emotionally. We all need a_ 
home base where no matter what happens to us we 
know without question that we are loved. To those 
of us-who are members of the family of God, we 
know that our Heavenly Father loves us “...with 
an everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3 N.A.S.B.). 
This principle must be translated into the day-to- 
day relationship between parents and children. 
\, ,Not only is it important for children to know that 
their parents love them but it is vital to their 
emotional stability to know that everything is all 
right between mom and dad. Each evening at our 
~~ house after the family has finished eating, we usu- 
ally talk for a little while. I go around the table and 
kiss my wife in full view of my children. I tell her I 
love her and then I tell her, “Thanks for the tre- 
mendous dinner.” I don’t do that just for show in 
front of my girls. I thoroughly enjoy family affec- 
tion. 

If your relationship with your family has cooled 
and crusted over, I strongly recommend that you 
start rekindling the family fires of affection again 
and let your spouse and children know that you 
love them. Love is a flame that one way or another 
must be refueled everyday. 

When your children leave for school each morn- 
ing, it is vital to their emotional state of mind to 
know that mom and dad love them and love each 
other. As a former teacher and principal, I have 
watched the before and after drama of a child 
whose parents have separated and divorced. If 
more couples could see what happens emotionally 
to their children at school when they divorce if 
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they have a normal range of compassion for chil- 
dren, they would never go through with it. When a 
child’s home is falling apart, it is not uncommon to 
see him vomit his lunch, ery uncontrollably or 
stare into the distance for long periods of time. His 
grades almost always take a nose-dive and he often 
becomes a discipline problem. Children can bounce 
back from many abuses but I am convinced the 
divorce of parents is a shattering trauma from 
which they never fully recover. God’s institution of 
family for them as children is never quite the same 
again. 

In my view, next to our love for God and His 
Word should be our constant love for our families. 
The key to family security is a Bible-centered fam- 
ily where the love of Christ controls every family 
member. In our complicated world, we as parents 
need wisdom beyond our own to properly raise our 
boys and girls. 

God never intended that any of us should win the 
world and lose our own families. The average 

‘ -father spends less than fifteen minutes a day with 
his children. Fathers in this category have obvi- 
ously lost sight of their priorities. Children des- 
perately need a masculine father and a feminine 
mother and know, without a doubt, they are loved 
by both. 
_~ Your child’s ability to surmount the every day 
/ pressures of school, church and neighborhood are 
enhanced many times over if he has the security of 
God’s love in his heart and the security of knowing 
he has a home where he is understood and loved. 
As valuable as Christian school education is and as 
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_Christian home where Christ-honoring parents 
~ truly love their children. 


“An important part of our parental 
responsibility is to establish a proper 
masculine-femine balance 
in our homes.” 


) 


IS THERE A PROPER 
MASCULINE-FEMININE BALANCE 
IN YOUR HOME? 


This past summer I was flying from Chicago to 
Los Angeles. As I boarded the plane in Chicago, I 
noticed two men ahead of me on the boarding ramp 
to our DC-8 jet. Along with numerous other pas- 
sengers, I noticed them because they wore 
ponytails and held hands. They were as engrossed 
with each other as newlyweds of the ordinary 
masculine-feminine variety. The two times I ob- 
served them during the flight, they were in their 
seats locked arm in arm, enraptured by each 
other’s presence. After touchdown in Los Angeles, 
I saw them again at the baggage carousel. Some- 
where between the plane’s unloading ramp and 
the baggage area, they were met by two ponytailed 
fellows just like themselves. The reunion cere- 
mony included an exchange of roses and a round of 
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affection. By this time, the level of shock and dis- 
gust at the sight of them had risen noticeably 
among the passengers as they waited at the 
carousel. I, too, was shocked but I prayed for them 
as they left the airport. Only the amazing grace of 
God can reach out to confused mortals like these. 

Iam sure we need to have Christian compassion 
and pity for these gay persons but lest we be caught 
up in the world’s growing tolerance for homosexu- 
ality, we would do well to read Romans 1:26-28: 

For this reason God gave them over to degrading 
passions; for their women exchanged the natural func- 
tion for that which is unnatural, and in the same way 
also the men abandoned the natural function of the 
woman and burned in their desire towards one 
another, men with men committing indecent acts and 
receiving in their own persons the due penalty of the 
error. And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge 

God any longer, God gave them over to a depraved 

mind, to do those things which are not proper. 

(N.A.S.B.). 

As a general rule, homosexual tendencies are 
created when there is a masculine-feminine im- 
balance in a child’s home experience. Because we 
have an exploding trend in our country of mothers 
playing a dominant role over fathers, we are pro- 
ducing a generation of effeminate boys. They are 
patterning themselves after their mothers instead 
of their fathers. When these effeminate boys be- 
come young men, most young ladies are not at- 
tracted to them, consequently their affections are 
diverted from ladies to other lonely effeminate 
men who have the same basic problem. 

On the other side of the masculine-feminine 


Masculine-Feminine Balance .. . / 43 


ledger, the effect of a dominant mother on girls is 
not as immediate and dramatic as it is on boys. 
Girls who pattern themselves after a dominant 
mother tend to marry weak, non-aggressive men 
over whom they can easily maintain control. Asa 
result, the imbalanced home is perpetuated and 
boys and girls born to such a union are affected by 
this continuing cycle of imbalance. 

The concept that marriage is a fifty-fifty proposi- 
tion is not a Biblical idea. The Apostle Paul said, 

For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ 
also ts the head of the church. He Himself being the 

Savior of the body. But as the church is subject to 

Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands 

in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as 

Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for 

her; (Ephesians 5:23-25 N.A.S.B.). 

The fact that mothers all too often become the 
head of the household is not always the fault of 
mothers. Dads are often guilty of simply not ac- 
cepting their responsibility as the spiritual head, 
husband and father of their household. Mother 
emerges as head because the family is leaderless. 
Perhaps we need a stronger dose of pulpit preach- 
ing that deals candidly with this problem. 

Mother may also emerge as family leader be- 
cause the father is deceased or perhaps the father 
is absent as a result of divorce. Today, the latter is 
more often the case. 

Single-parent families function with a predict- 
able disadvantage. All of the problems resulting 
from lack of proper masculine-feminine balance in 
the home are potentially present in the single- 
parent household. But with God’s help and some 
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basic understanding of the potential problem, the 
dilemma can be overcome. 

Permit me to speak from experience on this 
point. My father, Paul Kienel III, a minister of the 
gospel, died when I was seven years old. Mother 
was left as the leader of our family; two younger 
sisters and me. Needless to say, those were dif- 
ficult times for us. I was the only boy in our newly 
created single-parent family. As you can quickly 
see, I was surrounded by a totally feminine enyi- 
ronment. I am grateful to this day to an evangelist 
friend of ours. He suggested to my mother that I 
needed the masculine influence of some whole- 
some families complete with fathers and sons. 

I needed, as every boy needs, a masculine model 
as a guide toward normal manhood. My mother 
went to great effort to follow the counsel of our 
evangelist friend. She initiated a crusade of 
friendship with wholesome Christian families in 
and around our community in northeastern Ore- 
gon. Our families were knit together in a wide 
range of fellowship activities. I was accepted as 
brother and son in wholesome disciplined family 
environments that provided me and my sisters 
with the masculine-feminine balance we needed. I 
patterned my interests after the boys and fathers 
of these families. As time off from work, school and 
church permitted, we went camping, hunting, fish- 
ing, flying, skiing and generally had a good time. 
Many of the attitudes, convictions and personal 
standards I have today about family, church, in- 
tegrity, work and friendships, I trace back to those 
marvelous families with whom we affiliated when 
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I was a boy. 

To seek wholesome family friends whose chil- 
dren are good models for your children is wise 
counsel for single-parent families and equally wise 
counsel for families who are blessed with both 
parents. 

The basic unit of society is the family. As parents 
of the children God has given to us, we have the 
joyful responsibility of living our lives so that our 
children will look forward to the day they can live 
their adult years as we have lived ours. An impor- 
tant part of our parental responsibility is to estab- 
lish a proper masculine-feminine balance in our 
homes or compensate by close family friendships 
with those who can provide the appropriate models 
your family needs. 


‘“‘Whether or not your child grows up to 
be a tight wad, miser or a 
money-slinging spender depends on 
you as parent-instructor.” 


6 


YOUR HOME - THE NUMBER 
ONE INFLUENCE IN THE 
LIFE OF YOUR CHILD 


“But if any provide not for his own, and specially 
for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, 
and is worse than an infidel.” (I Timothy 5:8). The 
Bible does not mince words regarding parental 
responsibility toward children. Jesus said, “But 
whoso shall offend one of these little ones, which 
believe in me, it is better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depth of the sea.” (Matthew 18:6). 

If you believe in the Bible as I do, then the above 
Scriptures should cause you and me to carefully 
analyze what we are doing with the lives of our 
children. Because the family is the basic unit of 
society, your home and my home are sacred in- 
stitutions vital to the needs of man. 

Your home is the number one influence in the 
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life of your child. Dr. Howard Hendricks, in his 
book Heaven Help the Home (Victor Books), says, 
“The average church has a child 1% of his time: the 
home has him 83% of his time; and the school for 
the remainder,” which is 16%. This does not 
’ minimize the need for churches and schools, but it 
establishes the fact that your home is 83% of your 
child’s world and you have only one time around to 
make it of maximum benefit to your child or chil- 
dren. 
Unfortunately, because of the materialistic cli- 
mate of our times, many parents interpret 
‘maximum benefit to your child or children as giv- 
\ ing them a host of material things when all of the 
time the children are reaching out for their paren- 
tal love, control and spiritual leadership. 
Recently, Craig Johnston, an outstanding senior 
at Whittier Christian High School, was our guest 
at one of our family outings in the desert. Not only 
is he a credit to Christian school education and his 
church but his life reflects a strong family influ- 
ence. While we were having lunch in our camper, 
Craig said, “T feel sorry for any youngster who has 
not had the privilege of growing up in our family.” 
Perhaps you should know there are twelve chil- 
dren in the Johnston family and all of them attend 
Christian schools and colleges. This past football 
season, Craig,.as the Whittier Christian High 
School running back, set a new CIF record of carry- 
ing the ball 448 yards in one game. After the record 
was broken and as he was coming off the field to 
the plaudits of a roaring crowd of enthusiastic sup- 
porters, he pointed to the sky indicating the praise 
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belonged to the Lord. Then he embraced his father 
who had been cheering him on from the sidelines. 

Iam sure Mr. and Mrs. Johnston could provide 
their children with a finer home or even drive 
luxury cars if they were not responsible for Chris- 
tian school tuition payments for their large family. 
But they know that children do not need material 

\\ things nearly so much as they need parental love 

~~“and guidance and an educational program that is 
not at odds with Christian philosophy in their 
home. 

Craig is not the only outstanding member of the 
Johnston family. Judy, the eldest daughter, is a 
graduate of Biola College and is a music teacher at 
Brethren Elementary School in Whittier. Bruce, 
the eldest boy, was recently named the season’s 
most valuable football player at Christian Herit- 
age College in San Diego. Rick is the senior class 
president at Whittier Christian High School and is 
also an outstanding athlete. The entire family of 
twelve children are musically talented and re- 
cently performed as a musical team before 2,755 
teachers and principals attending the 25th Annual 
Convention of the California Association of Chris- 
tian Schools. Literally thousands of Southern 
Californians come to the front yard of the family 
home each Christmas season to see the family por- 
tray the Christmas story in music and drama. 

I am sure we could name other families who are 
revered in their communities and considered ex- 
ceptional in a variety of ways. The prevailing 
characteristic of all of them is the fact that mom 
and dad have concentrated on the character needs 
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and the spiritual needs of their children rather 
than just material needs. Providing your children 
with material things is not a corrupting factor, in 
fact, children need to cope with wealth as well as 
with poverty. My point is that you and I as parents 
cannot buy our way or delegate our way out of our 
responsibility to be the loving, guiding lights to 
our children we ought to be. 

Personally, I like to delegate authority. It is the 
only way to keep a large organization such as 
WACS functioning efficiently. Recently, for 
example, I sat down with my executive staff of 
three outstanding Christian leaders to plan our 
workload for the next several months. Each of 
them ended up with a work list longer than mine. I 
have been told this is good leadership. Careful 
delegation of large segments of the work under my 
administration may be good organization but asa 
parent of three lovely daughters I am responsible 
for 100% of their environment. The most I can 
delegate to the church and the school to help me do 
my job as a parent is 17%. My wife and I are 
personally responsible for the remaining 83% of 
our children’s time. 

If it is true, as Dr. Ron Chadwick of Grand 
Rapids Baptist Seminary says, that the cur- 
riculum in school “in terms of courses of study is 
only 10% of the impact in the life of the student, 
while the teacher is 90%,” then it follows that the 
kind of models we are before our children is of 
major significance. 

The first order of business on the road to success- 
ful parenthood is to become a complete individual 
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through a personal faith in Jesus Christ. Apart 
from Jesus Christ, the total concept of what God 
intends for families will never come into focus for 
you. 

The second step on the road to successful 
parenthood is to set up a home training program 
for you children. There is a direct command to 
parents in Scripture that says, “Train up a child in 
the way he should go...” (Proverbs 22:6). Your 
training program at home need not be as formal as 
classroom instruction, but as a parent you have a 
definite teaching responsibility to your children. 
‘You say, “But I’m not a teacher. “My answer is, 
“You taught your children to speak the English 
language, didn’t you?” That is of course a signifi- 


‘cant teaching accomplishment. If you have taught 


_your children to speak the English language then 
it follows that you as a parent—instructor can 
teach your children to be courteous, to be honest 
to be responsible, to be on time, to be hard working 


_and a host of other “to be’s.” 


Many of life’s important lessons are not included 
in the curriculum in the 17% church and school 
part of your child’s life. For example, there is the 
area of thrift and spending. Whether or not your 
child grows up to be a tight wad, miser or a 
money-slinging spender depends on you as 
parent-instructor. This brings up the subject of 
tithing. Will your children tithe a tenth of their 
income to Christian ministries when they grow 
up? They will if you as parents have “trained them 
up in the way they should go” in your home. 
How about love, marriage and sex education? 


52 / America Needs: .. . 


Many parents tend to turn several shades of color 
and run from this responsibility. The timing and 
manner of instruction for each child is so varied 
and critical on this subject that it is best taught by 
parents who know their children well. The fact 
_that some parents fail at this task does not change 
the truth of the fact that this is a parental respon- 
sibility. 

And the list goes on and on — the important 
lessons of life that are strictly for home education. 
Those of us who serve you in the 17% school and 
church category are valuable aids in helping you 
get your job done but our 17% in no way compares 
with your 83% responsibility. Our job is next to 
impossible if you are not effectively fulfilling your 
role as the number one influence in the life of your 
child. 

Training your children in the way they should go 
should be the major pursuit of every parent. Be- 
ware lest you be caught up in activities less impor- 
tant than the preservation of your children. 
Paraphrasing Matthew 16:26 we might say, 
“What shall it profit a parent who gains a world of 
material and professional acclaim and loses his 
own family?” Raising your family for Christ must 
always be number one on your list of life’s 
priorities. O 


“Does America have a discipline 
problem? Yes, the lack of basic 
discipline has become the number one 
problem of our nation’s 
public school system.” 


DISCIPLINE AT HOME 
AND AT SCHOOL 


In 1954, a national woman’s magazine gave the 
following advice to parents: 

When your child has a tantrum, lies down on the 
floor, bangs his head and screams, or may kick and 
bite, scratch and cry, it is a perfectly natural thing for 
him to do. In most cases the reason for the tantrum lies 
not with the child but with the adult. He makes an 
issue over some insignificant situation and the child 
objects. 

Solution: Divert the child by saying, let us go out 
and play or by starting a favorite game. If it does not 
work, My advice is to do nothing at all. No tantrum 
will go on indefinitely, and when it’s all over, don't 
scold or punish your child. Try to make him happy, do 
what he is interested in. Punishment will only harm 
his development. 

This trend of parental permissiveness was 
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spawned in the twenties and thirties by a new 
breed of atheistic philosophers whose teachings for 
several decades later diverted American families 
and schools away from Biblical principles of child 
training. These liberal philosophies began to 
flower and bloom in the succeeding decades of the 
40’s, 50’s and 60’s. Dr. Bruce Narramore, a well- 
known Christian psychologist, described the se- 
quence of events in the March 1975 issue of 
“Psychology for Living” as follows: 
During the 1940’s a new wave swept the child-rearing 
educational practices of American culture. Under the 
names of progressive education, democracy, and 
child-centered homes, well-known educators and 
psychologists expounded the virtues of a permissive 
attitude toward children. 

At the core of this new attitude was the belief that 
children could make their own choices and direct their 
own lives with very little outside interference. Under- 
lying this notion was the philosophical belief that 
human beings are basically good and possess the 
capabilities to direct their own existence. This belief 
obviously led to a negative view toward authority. If 
children could make effective decisions on their own, 
there was little need for parental authority. As author 
A.S. Neil put it, “T believe that to impose anything by 
authority is wrong. The child shouldn't do anything 
until he comes to the opinion — his own opinion — that it 
should be done.” 

The influence of this new movement spread quickly. 
Innovative educators soon began implementing edu- 
cational procedures based on this new philsophy. 

Many parents were taught that physical discipline 
could warp their children’s personalities. Soon par- 
ents developed a kind of national guilt. Every time they 
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raised a rod or razor strop they wondered if they were 

somehow inflicting lasting damage to the psyches of 

their precious children. Because of this influence 
many parents refrained from setting needed limits 
and consistently disciplining their children. 

Not until a generation later did the inadequacies of 
the approach become evident to many of its followers. 
The blatant campus rebellion of the sixties was par- 
tially the result of the permissive parenting of the 
forties. Children who did not learn to control their 
impulses and respect authority at home had little 
reason to respect their college leaders and adminis- 
trators. Permissive parents had unknowingly under- 
mined their children’s concept of authority. 

If American parents and educators had listened 
to Dr. Proverbs instead of Dr. Spock in the preced- 
ing few decades the embarrassing spectacle of the 
sick sixties would never have occurred. The writer 
of Proverbs is very clear regarding permissive- 
ness: “The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child 
left to himself brings his mother shame.” Proverbs 
29:15. Some parents and educators are tempted to 
say, Small infractions when children are young can 
be over-looked. It is better to wait until children are 
older and then reason with them when they are 
more mature. That may sound good to some but Dr. 
Proverbs says, “Chasten your son while there is 
hope, and let not your soul spare for his crying.” 
Proverbs 19:18. 

The emphasis during the earlier permissive de- 
cades was to be careful not to break a child’s will. 
There was a fear if children were disciplined for 
their rebellion they would rebel all-the-more. Such 
was not the philosophy of the mother who produced 
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John and Charles Wesley. You will recall her sons 
were the great evangelists of the eighteenth cen- 
tury whose powerful ministry transformed mor- 
ally depraved Europe and later spread revival 
throughout America. 1 
Mrs. Wesley said, The first thing to be done is to 
conquer the children’s will and bring them to an obe- 
dient temper. The subjection of their will is a thing 
which must be done at once. For by neglecting timely 
correction, they will contract a stubbornness and obs- 
tinacy which is hardly ever conquered; and never 
without using such severity as would be as painful to 
me as to the child. Whenever a child is corrected, it 
must be conquered; and this will be no hard matter to 
do, if he be not grown headstrong by too much in- 
dulgence. Self will is the root of sin and misery. No 
indulgence of it can be trivial, no denial of it unprofit- 
able. 

Someone may say, “Obeying God’s Word turns 
parents into ‘child beaters’ and if they follow Bibli- 
cal principles parents will be guilty of ‘cruel and 
unusual punishment.’ ” The Bible does not advo- 
cate angry violence toward children. The writer to 
the Hebrews says, “For those whom the Lord loves 
He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom 
He receives. It is for discipline that you endure; 
God deals with you as with sons; for what son is 
there whom his father does not discipline?” (Heb- 
rews 12:6-7, N.A.S.B.). Physical discipline or any 
other form of discipline that is based on Biblical 
principles is administered from genuine parental 
love —the kind of love that says to children, “I love 
you too much to allow you to do something that I 
know will hurt you.” It’s the kind of love that sets 
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reasonable boundaries and limits and, if need be, 
uses reasonable discipline to enforce them. The 
Psalmist David said, “It is good for me that I have 
been afflicted; that I might learn thy statues.” 
Psalm 119:71. “Before I was afflicted I went astray: 
but now have I kept thy word.” Psalm 119:67. 

Does America have a discipline problem? Yes, 
the lack of basic discipline has become the number 
one problem of our nation’s public school system. 
The Sixth Annual Gallup Poll of Public Attitudes 
Toward Education summarized the situation as 
follows: 

Lack of discipline in the public schools again heads 
the list of problems cited most often by survey respon- 
dents. Discipline has, in fact, been named the number 
one problem of the schools in five of the last six years. 
New evidence of its importance comes from the special 
survey of high school juniors and seniors. An even 
higher percentage of this group names discipline as 
the leading problem-faced by the local public school. 
New Christian schools are being established at 

the rate of two per day across America. Christian 
school education has become the fastest growing 
educational movement in the United States. We 
could wish that the motivating force behind the 
parent interest in Christian schools for their chil- 
dren was a positive motivation such as the desire 
to follow the Biblical directive to “Train up a child 
in the way he should go.. .” However, many pa- 
rents are reaching out to the Christian school be- 
cause of a lack of discipline in the public school and 
a host of other negative factors. The October 8, 
1973 issue of U.S. News and World Report report- 
ing on the “Boom in Protestant Schools” said, 
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“There is rising alarm of parents over what they see 
as academic laxity in the public schools, along with 
rampant misbehavior — robbery, drug abuse, and 
classroom disruption. What these parents are seeking, 
it is said, is a learning environment for their 
youngsters that is more disciplined and more religious 
than can be found in any public school.” 

How important is discipline in our homes and 
our schools? I know as a former classroom teacher 
in a Christian school that discipline is vital to the 
process of education. Without it very little learn- 
ing occurs. I also know asa parent of three children 
that I cannot fulfill my Biblical responsibilities of 
training my children without the accompanying 
process of discipline. Christian training and dis- 
cipline go hand in hand. 

It is interesting to look at the statistics of two 
families which illustrate the value of Christian 
training and discipline: 

Max Jukes lived in the state of New York. He did not 
believe in Christian training. He married a girl of 
similar character. From this union 1,026 descendants 
have been studied. Three hundred of them died pre- 
maturely. One hundred were sent to the penitentiary 
for an average of thirteen years each. One hundred 
and ninety were public prostitutes. There were one 
hundred drunkards, and the family cost the state 
$1,200,000. They made little contribution to society. 

Jonathan Edwards lived in the same state. He be- 
lieved in Christian training. He married a girl of 
similar beliefs and character. From this union 729 
descendants have been studied. Out of this family have 
come 300 preachers, sixty-five college professors, thir- 
teen university presidents, sixty authors of good books, 
three United States congressmen and one vice- 
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president of the United States; and outside of Aaron 

Burr, a grandson of Edwards, the family has not 

caused the state a bit of trouble or cost the state a single 

dollar. The difference in the two families: Christian 
training in youth and heart conversions. 

This article was published in Sylmar Side 
Lights, a publication of the Light and Life Chris- 
tian School in Sylmar, California. The principal, 
Coral Ide, is one of the finest Christian school 
educators in the Western states. 

There is no question about it, young Americans 
need discipline at home and at school. Now is the 
time to be the mothers and fathers God intended us 
to be. Our children are the most precious posses- 
sions we have in this life and they are all of this 
earth we can potentially take with us to heaven. 


“John the Baptist said, ‘He must 
increase but | must decrease” 


(John 3:30). 


8 


SHOULD YOUR CHILD 
HAVE A GOOD SELF-IMAGE? 


There is a popular phrase making the rounds in 
the psychological community these days. The 
phrase is Self-image. Psychologists claim that stu- 
dents, and all of us for that matter, need to havea 
good self-image. They also talk about self-love, 
self-esteem and self-concept. If you are a fledgling 
Christian philosopher as I am (nothing more com- 
plicated than trying to see things as God sees 
them) then you are reaching for your Bible and 
asking, “What does God’s Word have to say about 
this?” 

Paul reminds us in Romans 7:18, “. . .in my flesh 
(or self) dwelleth no good thing.” To those of us who 
have received Christ, our Jove and esteem have 
been redirected from self-centeredness to Christ- 
centeredness. John 1:12 joyfully announces that if 
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we have believed on the name of Christ, we have 
become the sons of God. As sons of God we are joint 
heirs with Christ and a part of the royal family of 
God. That should be cause for rejoicing! However, 
this high position in God’s family is not a reason for 
us to generate a great reservoir of self-love or self- 
esteem. The very act of receiving Christ involves 
turning to God from self. Self is dethroned and 
Christ becomes preeminent in our lives. Our love 
and our esteem is not for ourselves but for the 
person of Jesus Christ. 

You ask, “What is the Biblical counsel for 
Johnny with a bad image of himself? He sees him- 
self as a failure. He has failed so often that he 
expects to fail so he doesn’t really try anymore.” 

First of all, if the child is a born-again Christian, 
he should not have a bad image of himself. He is a 
son of God, a unique creation of God and God hasa 
unique purpose for his life. One can have a good 
image of himself if the image he sees is Christ and 
if he realizes that whatever worth he is to the 
world resides in his completeness in Christ. This is 
decidedly different from self-love and self-esteem 
where one draws strength from himself instead of 
Christ. Colossians 1:18 reminds us, “That in all 
things He might have the preeminence” — which 
includes how we look at ourselves. This counsel is 
equally important for youngsters who are moder- 
ately successful or extremely successful in school. 

Secondly, perhaps it is God’s will for Johnny to 
struggle in school. Sometimes the very process of 
academic struggle builds strength of character and 
determination that is a major factor to Johnny’s 
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future success. As I mentioned in chapter three, 
Winston Churchill and Albert Einstein were both 
very slow boys academically all through their 
early years of education to the dismay of their 
teachers. They became significant figures in the 
world. We must not slide into the world’s mold of 
evaluating the future of a youngster on the basis of 
his present grades in school. Nor should we go to 
the other extreme and remove the ABCD grading 
system so Johnny will not know how poorly he is 
doing in school. Sheltering Johnny from the truth 
of his dilemma will not help him adjust to life as it 
comes. 

Thirdly, though Johnny may have a long record 
of academic failure and though we may have ad- 
justed to the idea that part of his bright future is 
inherent in his present struggle with reading, 
writing and arithmetic, there is no Biblical excuse 
for him to be lazy. Overcoming laziness is a major 
lesson of life taught by parents and teachers to 
every new generation of man since God created 
Adam. We must require our youngsters to do their 
very best in their academic studies and work with 
all their mental and physical might to bring honor 
to Christ. The Word of God is prolific with passages 
of warning to those who choose to drag through life 
as lazy dullards. The Apostle Paul said, “This we 
commanded you, That if any would not work, 
neither should he eat.” (II Thess. 3:10). 

Fourthly, if Johnny now sees Christ preeminent 
in himself and he is working to his full potential 
(although compared to others his potential is not 
very impressive) our attitude toward him should 
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be one of acceptance and encouragement. He will 
take comfort in the counsel of the Apostle Paul who 
said to the Philippians, “I_ know both how to be 
abased, and I know how to abound; everywhere 
and in all things I am instructed both to abound 
and to suffer need. I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” (4:12-13). If 
Johnny has received Christ as Savior and he is 
operating at his full potential, then we as parents 
and teachers havea responsibility to accept him as 
he is and give him the same degree of attention and 
love we give to “Straight ‘A’ Sam” or “Academic 
Alice.” It is imperative to the mental and emo- 
tional well-being of every child that love be ex- 
pressed to him on a continual basis and in a variety 
of ways. 

Sometimes in the Christian world we readily 
adopt non-Christian words and phrases without 
determining whether or not they have a Biblical 
basis. In the bright light of Scripture, the idea of 
self-love or self-esteem does not ring true. Paul re- 
minds us in Philippians 2:3, “Let nothing be done 
through strife or vain glory; but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem others better than them- 
selves.” We are born with a natural sense of self- 
preservation. When Jesus admonished us to “Love 
thy neighbor as thyself,” His emphasis was not on 
loving ourselves but on loving our neighbor. Our 
natural carnal tendency is to love ourselves a great 
deal more than we love our neighbor. The ultimate 
mark of Christian maturity is complete selfless- 
ness, esteeming others more than ourselves. We 
must realize that a non-Christian individual con- 
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tinues to operate on a self frequency. Consequently 
he tends to build up his self-concept and develops a 
self-esteem and self-love because his strength is in 
himself. The idea of doing “all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me” is foreign to him. 
John the Baptist said, “He must increase but I 
must decrease” (John 3:30). 

As mentioned in the preface on page 11, many 
chapters of this book were published in a national 
publication Christian School Comment. When this 
particular article was published in November 
1975 I received the following letter from a mother 
in San Jose, California: 


Dear Dr. Kienel, 

This letter is being written in appreciation of, and to 
support, your Christian School Comment, Vol. 6, No. 
2 


Since we’re surrounded all the time by well- 
meaning friends, Sunday School teachers, (and au- 
thors) etc; who say, “You have to learn to love your- 
self,” it’s really encouraging to hear from someone who 
realizes that we are bornin love with ourselves. We are 
told to help our child have a good “self-image,” love 
themselves, and learn to be independent. However, it’s 
obvious in these last days that the spirit of independ- 
ence in children is very difficult to squelch! They re- 
ally need to learn to be dependent on God. 

We are the parents of four children, ages 11-24. Our 
two oldest were brought up, as well as we could, with 
God's help, in the manner you suggest. We had com- 
plete opposition from friends, neighbors, relatives, 
and other Christians. We were told that our “narrow- 
ness” would ruin them, sinee we wanted them to be 
dependent, and be concerned about their Christ- 
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image rather than their self-image. 

Now, both of these two have elected to attend 
Multnomah School of the Bible — the oldest is married 
to a pastoral student and is graduating this year. The 
letters of thanks and gratitude we receive are a fulfill- 
ment of God’s promise that “our children will rise up 
and call us blessed.” 

We are rearing our younger two in the same manner, 
and get the same static from other Christians who are 
trying to push various books on us, etc. 

However, the fellowship and prayer times, confes- 
sions, intercessory prayer, fun times, etc; that we enjoy 
with these two boys are priceless. They can’t really 
relax and have real unfettered fun until they are free 
of loving themselves so much! When they give up the 
struggle to have a good self-image, it’s like a weight is 
lifted. 

Thanks so much for your article. 

In Christ — A Christ-centered mother in San Jose. 
Should your child have a good self-image? Ifhe is 

not a Christian, he should be made aware that he 
needs Jesus Christ as his Savior. If he is a born- 
again Christian, his self-image should be com- 
pletely absorbed by the indwelling presence of 
Jesus Christ in his life. If Christ is not Lord of 
every area of our life, including self, he is not Lord 
at all. 


“Unless there is a nationwide-wide 
revival of education which is 
academically sound and founded on 
Biblical principles, there is little hope 
for our country.”’ 


Se ka 


WHY CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
EDUCATION IS RIGHT 
FOR YOUR CHILD 


Abraham Lincoln said, “The philosophy of the 
classroom is the philosophy of the government in 
the next generation.” The true purpose of CHRIS- 
TIAN SCHOOL EDUCATION is to hand the torch 
of a Bible-centered, Christ-honoring education to 
your children and mine and the next generation. 

George Washington said, “True religion affords 
government its surest support. The future of this 
nation depends on the Christian training of the 
youth. It is impossible to govern without the Bible.” 

Both of these great leaders affirm that we need 
to be vitally concerned with the education of youth 
and that the Bible must have a central place in 
education. This is the very heart of Christian 
school education and quite frankly, unless there is 
a nation-wide revival of education which is 
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academically sound and founded on Biblical prin- 
ciples, there is little hope for our country. There 
are few pursuits of life more.important to the fu- 
ture of our country than the wide-spread expan- 
sion of the Christian school ministry. 

The purpose of Christian school education is to 
show children and young people how to face God 
and then with the vision of God in their hearts to 
face the present world and the world to come. The 
purpose of Christian school education is to present 
as clearly as possible to our children the truth 
about God, about life and living, about our world 
and everything in it and to present the Word of God 
as the authoritative source upon which to build a 
life that has purpose and meaning. 

Of course a major controversy in the world of 
education is the age old question, “What is truth?” 
The late Dr. Mark Fakkema said, “Truth is not 
necessarily truth because it is regarded as such by 
contemporary scholarship. By way of verifying His 
statements, our Lord did not appeal to the recog- 
nized leadership of His day. Our Lord constantly 
quoted Scripture as His authority. God’s Word is 
the test of all truth. All teaching that is expressive of 
God’s Word is true. Teaching that is not expository 
of the Word is falsehood.” Christian school educa- 
tion is right for your child because its central pur- 
pose is to develop an educational process that puts 
the Bible at the center and asks the student and 
the teacher to evaluate all they see in the world 
through the eyes of God — because God is Truth. 
All must conform to Him or it is not truth. Jesus 
said, “Iam the Way, the Truth, and the Life” (John 
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14:6). In true Christian education, students learn 
to use the Bible to evaluate all of life. The Bible is 
Life — it is the living Word — it is above every 
other book. In Christian school education the Word 
of God is not on trial. Needless to say, Christian 
education is the exact opposite of secular educa- 
tion. Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary defines 
secularism as “rejection or exclusion of religion and 
religious considerations” or simply stated, “with- 
out God.” It is important to note that the definition 
of “atheism” is “no God.” Secular education ig- 
nores or denies God and there is every indication 
the system is producing a generation that ignores 
and denies God. On October 14, 1973, during a 
speech in Phoenix, Arizona, Dr. W. P. Shofstall, 
Arizona State Superintendent of Schools, said: The 
atheists have, for all practical purposes, taken over 
public education in this country. 


TOOLS OF LEARNING 


Christian school education is right for your child 
because its purpose includes the responsibility to 
prepare Johnny with the basic tools of learning. 
Houses are built by men who have an array of tools 
at their disposal and have the skills to use them. 
Words are the tools of thought. The ability to read, 
the mastery of math, the ability to express 
thoughts orally and in writing make up the basic 
tools with which a student can make his way 
through the disciplines of learning and become a 
productive Christ-honoring citizen. Educators 
who lose sight of their basic academic responsibil- 


74 / America Needs:... 


ity of equipping Johnny’s educational tool box 
have lost sight of what an educator is supposed to 
be. The next chapter will substantiate the over-all 
academic quality of Christian school education. 


SYSTEM OF VALUES 


Another purpose of Christian school education is 
to inspire in students a system of values consistent 
with the Word of God. Since spiritual values are 
spiritually discerned, it is incumbent upon Chris- 
tian school educators to lead their students into a 
new life in Christ so that old things will pass away 
and all things will become new. Today, more than 
ever, we need a generation of students whose 
ethics and moral sense of right and wrong is 
clearly grounded in God’s Holy Word. Though it 
does not necessarily follow that students will ac- 
quire Biblical ethics from teachers who are rightly 
related to their Creator through personal faith in 
Jesus Christ, it must be understood that apart 
from this it can never take place. 


LOVE FOR COUNTRY 


Not the least among the objectives of Christian 
school education is to instill in the hearts of your 
children and minea strong love for our country. An 
emphasis on patriotism has always been a 
hallmark of Christian school education. America 
needs a new wave of patriotism, not a fanatical 
patriotism but a genuine love for the U.S.A. and 
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our Christian heritage. There is no other group of 
schools in America that can speak so freely about 
our country’s Christian beginnings as our coun- 
try’s Christian schools. 


RESPECT FOR PARENTS 


The Christian school is right because one of the 
high purposes of Christian school education is to 
uphold the sanctity of our homes and the sacred- 
ness of our churches. A mother told me recently 
that her child in public school was asked the ques- 
tion “If you had to push your mother or father over 
a precipice, which one would it be?” What a choice! 
And what a question to ask a child! Christian 
school educators respect the fact that they are 
working in behalf of parents in their educational 
ministry to students. All that is said and done in 
the classroom is done in behalf of parents because 
ultimately the responsibility for the education of 
children resides with their parents. Christian 
school educators are not on a crusade to drive a 
wedge between a child and his parents. As a mat- 
ter of fact, Christian school educators know when 
they reinforce student respect for parents they are 
simultaneously supporting student respect for 
teachers. 


REGARD FOR CHURCH 


Most every Christian school is closely related to 
a church or works in cooperation with several 
churches. Virtually every Christian school 
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educator has a high regard for the church. This 
regard and respect for the church and those who 
serve God in the church is carried into the class- 
room and woven into the fabric of the school’s cur- 
riculum. Regard for God’s house and ministers of 
the Gospel is held forth in the classrooms, in stu- 
dent chapels and is undergirded in Bible lessons. 
Although some churches are still unaware of it, 
the Christian school is among the best friends the 
church has ever had. 

The Christian school is right for your child be- 
cause the full purpose of Christian school educa- 
tion is to help parents fulfill the counsel of that 
wise and powerful proverb we quoted in the first 
chapter which says, “Train up a child in the way he 
should go and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) 


“Reading levels range from six months 
to sixteen months above the 
national average.” 


10 


THE ACADEMIC QUALITY 
OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
EDUCATION 


A recent issue of a leading Christian college 
magazine states that, “many freshmen students 
coming from Christian schools bring high verbal 
comprehension, excellent study habits and a keen 
knowledge of God’s Word. As a result, this college 
has risen to the challenge of providing courses of 
greater challenge than the tradional Bible survey 
and English courses structured to meet the needs of 
the average public school graduate.” 

There has been the gnawing concern in the mind 
of some about the quality of Christian school edu- 
cation. Many have assumed because Christian 
schools are not funded by government tax dollars 
that Christian schools are academically inferior to 
their public counterparts. They equate expensive 
facilities and high salaries with quality instruc- 
tion. 
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Anoldadage says, “The proof of the pudding is in 
the tasting.” It has also been stated that, “The proof 
of the school is in the testing.” This is not entirely 
true, especially in Christian schools because there 
is much more to evaluate than cold academics. 


Academic achievement tests are not designed, 
nor could they be, to measure spiritual progress, 
love of country, parents or the church, all of which 
are basic to the purpose of Christian school educa- 
tion. But Christian school supporters need not 
hang their heads regarding the academic quality 
of instruction in our Christ-centered schools. Evi- 
dence is mounting to indicate that Christian 
school students are not only doing as well as their 
public school counterparts, but are, in fact, signifi- 
cantly ahead of them. Perhaps the largest sam- 
pling of the quality of academic instruction is 
available through a testing program administered 
among Christian schools who are members of the 
California Association of Christian Schools. The 
program has been administered for the past eight 
years by the test department of Harcourt, Brace, 
Jovanovich, publishers of the well known Stanford 
Achievement Tests. John P. Yates, a test consult- 
ant for the firm reported to CACS, “Year after year 
testing shows that CACS students score higher 
than the national average at every grade taught.” 
The interesting graph which follows was prepared 
by Mr. Yates. The graph tells us that the reading 
levels range from six months to sixteen months 
above the national average. The actual grade by 
grade results are as follows: 
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1st graders are 6 months above the National Aver- 
age 
2nd graders are 7 months above the National Av- 
erage 
3rd graders are 9 months above the National Av- 
erage 
4th graders are 9 months above the National Av- 
erage 
5th graders are 14 months above the National Av- 
erage 
6th graders are 13 months above the National Av- 
erage 
7th graders are 12 months above the National Av- 
erage 
8th graders are 16 months above the National Av- 
erage 

The average scores of Christian school students 
in the upper fourth of the test sampling were as 
much as two years ahead of national norms at 
some grade levels. Ina tenth grade sampling at the 
high school level, Mr. Yates reports that with the 
national average percentile score at 50, the Chris- 
tian school student’s average in reading was the 
70th percentile; in English, the 74th; and in 
mathematics, the 66th. Average scores in the top 
25% of the students were in the 80th and 90th 
percentiles. I have reports from other areas of the 
United States which indicate similar academic 
progress in Christian schools. 

There are several basic reasons why Christian 
schools offer a better level of instruction: 

1) The Christian school education environment 
is a positive environment where Christ is honored 
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and teachers and students are respected and loved. 
The family feeling in a Christian school is condu- 
cive to learning. 

2) School discipline is positive and has as its 
ultimate aim self-discipline. Students are encour- 
aged to be in control of themselves. At times cor- 
rective measures may be used to establish these 
boundaries. A child feels free, accepted, and con- 
tent in an environment of loving discipline. Many 
Christian teachers, administrators and parents 
would evaluate these first two reasons as being 
most important. 

3) Most Christian schools attempt to stress the 
basics of learning. They emphasize the phonetic 
approach to reading along with other equally ef- 
fective approaches. Drill is an integral part of the 
learning process. Memorization is considered a 
positive force in learning. Many math concepts 


National Total Reading Test Average 


NCACS Total Reading Test Average 


Grade Grade 
1 2 


CACS students were compared to some 225,000 students that were 
carefully selected to represent average students across the United 
States (1973). The figures represent the average (median) ofall tests at 
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such as the basic combinations for addition, sub- 
traction, multiplication and division are best also 
learned by memorizing. Limiting class size is also 
a positive factor in many cases. 

4) The positive attitude of students is a very 
dynamic factor in this process of learning. Most 
students in Christian schools have a real pride in 
their school and usually work cooperatively with 
the teachers, staff and other students. 

5) Dedicated teachers are another positive in- 
fluence on academic success. Students learn more 
from teachers than they learn from books or teach- 
ing machines. Teachers in Christian schools feel 
God has called them to this place of service and 
seek to serve youngsters with total dependence on 
Christ for strength and wisdom. 

Combine all these positive factors and there is 
every reason to believe there should be success in 
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each grade level. The test used was the 1973 Stanford Achievement 
Test, Form A. The school year is based on ten calendar months. 
—dJohn P. Yates 
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academic growth. Successful learning is a natural 
by-product of a positive educational environment. 

There is no question that most youngsters enjoy 
a better learning experience in a Christian school. 
Broad samplings of achievement test scores con- 
sistently indicate that Christian school students, 
at all grade levels and in every subject area 
achieve significantly above the national achieve- 
ment test norms. Some people explain this away by 
saying that Christian schools are more selective in 
their students, their class sizes are smaller and 
parents generally show a greater interest in their 
youngster’s school work because they have tuition 
money invested in their child’s education. This 
may be true but it should also be said that Christ- 
ian school educators are highly motivated because 
they consider their work a ministry unto Christ 
and they want to please Him and the students and 
parents they serve. j 

Academic excellence should be the natural out- 
come of positive Christian education. Above all, 
the child in whom Christ has done His redemptive 
work is free to mature, to grow spiritually, and to 
learn. To quote an experienced Christian school 
educator, James Braley, Christian education 
MUST be “education of excellence which is dis- 
tinctly and dynamically Christian.” 


“It is my observation that true 
education flourishes best in a 
structured, disciplined and loving, 
friendly atmosphere where an 
inspiring and gifted teacher 
systematically imparts truth and 
knowledge to a group of students who 
have come together for the express 
purpose of learning.” 


RO) Verein ant. 
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WHAT METHOD OF CLASSROOM 
INSTRUCTION IS BEST 
FOR YOUR CHILD? 


To my knowledge, there is nothing particularly 
sacred about the traditional form of education that 
characterizes the vast majority of thousands of 
Christian school classrooms around the country. 
No words in the sacred Scriptures are binding us to 
traditional education. We are bound, however, in 
Scripture to “teach them diligently” which implies 
that we are to be concerned about quality educa- 
tion. Christian schools have not arrived academi- 
cally but as stated in the previous chapter the 
achievement test scores indicate that in the sub- 
ject of reading, Christian school students average 
from six months to sixteen months ahead of the 
national norm of public school youngsters. 

Even with our established record of above aver- 
age test scores, a few educational prophets from 
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the secular system (even though its test scores are 
lower) will occasionally suggest that Christian 
school educators jump on the public bandwagon 
and embrace a better form of education. Some have 
suggested, for example, that we follow the open 
classroom concept of education where the student 
is given a great many educational options in his 
classroom and complete liberty to pursue those 
options at his own discretion in a free atmosphere 
of minimum discipline. I am sure this sounds in- 
triguing to some of our fuzzy-headed thinkers but 
the practical outcome is less than desirable. 

Recently, I talked with Professor Gloria Graham 
about her views on open classroom education. Mrs. 
Graham is the former head of the Education De- 
partment at Biola College and is now on the ad- 
ministrative staff of the Teacher Training Divi- 
sion at California State University in Los Angeles. 
She is well informed on the current trends in edu- 
cation. She said the following regarding open 
classrooms: 

If Christian schools get involved in open classroom 
education and I suggest they don’t, discipline will go 
down. There will be a loss of listening ability by 
students and a loss of their ability to follow direc- 
tions. Statistics are showing that the brilliant child 
will achieve acceptably in an open classroom because 
he is self-motivated but the normal child in an open 
classroom is not given the basic stimulation that is 
needed to reach the achievement level that is de- 
veloped in a traditional classroom setting. 

A writer in the October 21, 1974, edition of U.S. 
News and World Report in an article entitled, 
“Back to Basics in the Schools” said,” . . . all across 
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the nation, parents, school boards and often the 
pupils themselves are demanding that the (public) 
schools stop experimenting and get back to basics — 
in reading, writing, arithmetic and standards of 
behavior to boot.” The article gives the following 
interesting account of two experimental schools in 
Pasadena, California: 

There are two special public schools in Pasadena, 
California, that are of intense interest to parents and 
educators all across the country. One is the Pasadena 
Alternative School, a two-year-old experiment in 
open education, where students are given a 
maximum of individual freedom, a minimum of 
teacher supervision. There are no dress rules, and 
very few restrictions on behavior. Barefoot and blue- 
jeaned, the students themselves decide what and 
when they want to learn. Among the available op- 
tions are leatherwork, gourmet cooking, weaving and 
something the school calls hip lit — all for credit. No 
tests measure the students’ progress, instead, the 
teachers gauge their students in terms of creativity. 
Discipline, of course, is kept to an absolute minimum. 
“Sometimes,” giggles one eighth-grader, “I even 
make it to class.” 

About three miles away stands Pasadena’s other 
special public school, the John Marshall Fundamen- 
tal School — a bastion of tradition-oriented educa- 
tion. Letter grades, regular examinations, strict 
dress codes and detention for delinquents are integral 
parts of the school’s conservative program. Both the 
faculty and the student body are expected to present 
an outstanding image in dress and deportment. The 
curriculum is strict and basic; it features computa- 
tional arithmetic ..., reading drill in standard 
phonics and rigorous homework from kindergarten 
on. 
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At the open-education school, the kindergarten 
through twelfth grade enrollment is 550, and the 
waiting list stands at 515. At the John Marshall 
Fundamental School, however, a total of 1,700 pupils 
are enrolled and the waiting list has passed the 1,000 
mark. 


An article in the October 9, 1974, Pasadena Star 
News compares the the test scores of the two ex- 
perimental schools: “The Fundamental School reg- 
istered the highest average gain while the Alterna- 
tive School (open classroom) registered the lowest 
gain.” It is interesting to note that Pasadena’s 
experimental traditional school was patterned 
after one of our Christian schools — San Gabriel 
Christian School near Pasadena after several vis- 
its to that school by members of the Pasadena City 
School Board and the administrative staff from 
John Marshall School. 


In the last decade there had been an endless 
parade of new classroom innovations. Most of them 
have not set very well with parents or students. 
The October U.S. News and World Report article 
said, “Most of the high schools and colleges that had 
given up grading systems in favor of the less com- 
petitive pass-fail options have returned — largely at 
the request of students — to the old-fashioned 
marks.” The article records the words of Dr. Mario 
Fantini, Dean of Education at a state university in 
New York who said, “/f a referendum were taken 
today, there is no doubt in my mind that 70 percent 
of parents would opt for the old fashioned kind of 
education ...and only 10 percent for the innova- 
tions.” 
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It is my observation that true education 
flourishes best in a structured, disciplined and lov- 
ing, friendly atmosphere where an inspiring and 
gifted teacher systematically imparts truth and 
knowledge to a group of students who have come 
together for the express purpose of learning. 

In recent conversation with Dr. Walter Frem- 
ont, Dean of the School of Education at Bob Jones 
University, he shared with me the results of an 
extensive study on various forms of education. The 
outcome of the study indicates that a well- 
educated and gifted teacher is still the key to qual- 
ity education. 

After personally visiting hundreds of classrooms 
across the United States and listening to a great 
variety of opinions, I am convinced that Christian 
school education under the leadership of godly 
administrators and gracious God-fearing teachers 
is the best investment of our educational dollars. 

The United States Government has invested 
millions of dollars in numerous schemes for chang- 
ing the process of education. Every few years the 
pendulum swings from one extreme form of educa- 
tion to another when all of the time the answer is 
in the first four books of the New Testament where 
we watch Jesus the Master Teacher teach on the 
shores of Galilee. A reading of the sixth chapter of 
Mark will show that He organized His students in 
such a manner that without the aid of electronic 
voice amplification, chalk board, overhead projec- 
tor or even a classroom, he was able to teach for 
hours to a student audience’so quietly disciplined 
that His over-sized class of thousands of students 
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could hear His natural voice. And even today there 
is no substitute for the Christian teacher who has 
the inner dynamic of the Holy Spirit imparting to 
an organized class of students the sacred Bread of 
Life and a Bible-centered curriculum. 


“In my view, the heart of the problemis 
the fact that the tax-supported system 
must function without a fixed 

moral base.” 


12 


“OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS ARE NOT 
WORKING” 


Even though public education has long held an 
equal status with motherhood, apple pie and the 
American flag, there is a growing number of par- 
ents who are no longer listening to the oft repeated 
arguments against private Christian education. 
They feel their children are their first obligation. 
They simply do not believe we have a religious 
obligation to use our beloved children to save the 
public schools. These parents, as they should be, 
are more concerned with the outcome of their chil- 
dren than they are with the outcome of the local 
tax-supported school. 

As the true nature of public education comes 
into focus academically and philosophically, it is 
becoming easier for concerned parents to lay aside 
the long standing idea that it is somehow advan- 
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tageous to expose children to an anti-Christian 
educational environment. 

Across America Christian schools are coming 
into existence at the rate of two new schools a day. 
Parents, by the thousands, are now enrolling their 
youngsters in Christian classrooms. Concerning 
this phenomenon ABC News Commentator, Paul 
Harvey said: 

Americans, hard taxed to support public schools, 
are willing to pay extra to provide for their children’s 
education in a Christian environment. 

Several factors contribute to this phenomenon. 

Overcrowded public schools have motivated those 
who can afford it to seek the more personal teacher- 
student ratio of the smaller school. 

Grotesque misbehavior, individual and organized, 
which now characterizes many public schools has 
alienated both students and faculty. 

And the harvest from the bad tree is bitter fruit. 
Youth crime is increasing eleven times faster than 
youth population is increasing. 

Further, each student:who pays extra to attend a 
private school saves the taxpayers from $500 to $900 
a year, depending on the school district. 

Christian schools predate public schools in the 
United States by 200 years. These are not “parochial” 
schools. They are supported in whole or in part by a 
church, but each is open to anybody who is academi- 
cally qualified and willing to live and work by the 
rules. 

Christian schools are the fastest growing education 
movement in America. 

Dr. Neil V: Sullivan, a former district and 
county superintendent of public schools, wrote 
these alarming words in the September 16, 1972, 
edition of Saturday Review: 

It’s no secret anymore: Our public schools are not 
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working. In many cities a third of the kids are quit- 
ting; almost as many of those still registered simply 
don’t attend. Regular teachers and administrators 
are retiring early; others are on strike. Taxpayers are 
rebelling at the escalating costs of running the 
schools; many large systems face bankruptcies. 

The system itself is literally coming apart at the 
seams. Most school administrators and board mem- 
bers, meanwhile say little or nothing. They are hang- 
ing on by the skin of their teeth — waiting to re- 
TIPE) Lc 
The August 18, 1975 issue of U.S. News and 

World Report shows an over-all increase in protes- 
tant schools of 201,000 students from 1960 to 1975. 
In an earlier edition The U.S. News reported the 
following reason for the increase: 

The big impetus, churchmen say, is coming from 
rising alarm of parents over what they see as 
academic laxity in the public schools, along with 
rampant misbehavior — robbery, drug abuse and 
classroom disruption. 

Search for discipline. What these parents are seek- 
ing, it is said, is a learning environment for their 
youngsters that is more disciplined and more reli- 
gious than can be found in any public school. 

In my view, the heart of the problem is the fact 
that the tax-supported system must function with- 
out a fixed moral base. Permit me to quote from a 
Michigan Department of Education report on 
Education in Moral Values. “To moralize and to 
impose morality on youngsters — especially in 
pluralistic society — is not within the purview of 
public education.” 

It appears any standard of morality or even a 
pretense of a religious observance in a public 
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school can be successfully challenged by one or 
more individuals and the practice or standard is 
eliminated. Recently the Evangelical News Sery- 
ice carried a story of a situation of this type in 
Santa Rosa, California. The report was as follows: 

A kindergarten song ending with the line, “Thank 
you, God, for everything,” has been banned as uncon- 
stitutional by a Sonoma County judge. 

Superior Court Judge Joseph Murphy said the 
school board of the Rohnert Park community was 
wrong in permitting students to sing the song, 
“Thanksgiving.” 

He ruled that use of the song, which had been 
challenged by a parent, did not maintain the required 
separation of church and state. 

It is interesting to observe the accuracy of a 
prediction made by Dr. A.A. Hodge of Princeton 
University more than 100 years ago. 

It is capable of exact demonstration that if every 
party in the State has the right of excluding from 
public schools whatever he does not believe to be true, 
then he that believes most must give way to him that 
believes least, and then he that believes nothing, no 
matter in how small a minority the atheists or the 
agnostics may be. It is self-evident that on this 
scheme, if it is consistently and persistently carried 
out in all parts of the country, the United States’ 
system of national popular education will be the most 
efficient and wide spread instrument for the propaga- 
tion of atheism which the world has ever seen. (These 
statements can be found in Hodge’s book Popular 
Lectures in Theological Themes, pages 281, 283). 
Dr. Hodge’s prediction is all the more remarka- 

ble when you realize a century ago teaching in a 
public school was a very circumspect occupation. 
Education researcher David L. Barr has brought 


Our Public Schools are Not Working . . . / 99 


from the archives one set of rules for public school 
teachers which included the following: 

Teachers will not dress in bright colors. Dresses 
must not be more than two inches above the ankles. 
At least two petticoats must be worn. Teachers will 
not marry or keep company with men during the term 
of employment. Teachers will not loiter at ice cream 
stores. Teachers will not smoke cigarets or play at 
cards. It is understood that the teacher will attend 
church each Sunday. 

Our present-day public schools and even Chris- 
tian schools, except for the latter three rules, 
would be hard pressed for teachers if each of those 
policies were enforced today — a hundred years 
later. 

Now back to the present. As Dr. Sullivan said, 
“Our public schools are not working.” In addition to 
their lack of a fixed moral base (Christian schools 
have the Bible for their fixed moral point of refer- 
ence) public schools are running into serious fi- 
nancial problems. Says Sullivan,“ ... many large 
systems face bankruptcy.” In the last seven years 
the cost of educating a public school student has 
doubled. According to a nation-wide survey of 
school-district budgets conducted by Market Data 
Retrieval, an educational-research company based 
in Westport, Connecticut, the average cost of 
educating a student in the nation’s public schools 
rose from $553.95 during the 1967-68 school year 
to $1,108.22 during 1974-75. Unfortunately, there 
has not been a corresponding increase in the men- 
tal take-home pay for public school students. 
Suzanne De Lesseps reporting for the New York 
Times, September 9, 1975, said: 
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Test scores on the College Entrance Examination 
Board’s Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) — a test 
given to help forecast how a high-school student will 
perform in college — have fallen steadily for the past 
13 years. The average composite scores on tests ad- 
ministered by the American College Testing Pro- 
gram (ACT) have also fallen in recent years. 

In recent years, less than half of the nation’s 
school bond issues have passed indicating a grass- 
roots disenchantment with public education. In 
her New York Times report, Suzanne De Lesseps 
said: 

As the fall term opens, there is a growing feeling 
among many parents that the public schools have not 
paid enough attention to the three traditional stand- 
bys — reading, writing and arithmetic. 

On one level, this feeling is related to dissatisfac- 
tion with the educational innovations of the 1960’s 
and the belief that the schools have become too per- 
missive. On another level, it is related to the growing 
mistrust of American institutions in general and the 
desire to recapture the stable, traditional values that 
have somehow gotten lost in the shuffle. 

For the 58.9 million young Americans who are 
attending America’s public schools, during this 
bicentennial year, I wish it were possible for me to 
quote from an impressive.array of responsible edu- 
cational prophets that the future of public educa- 
tion is on the upswing and that Biblical values and 
academic basics are just over the immediate hori- 
zon. Unfortunately, to the best of my knowledge, 
such a forecast cannot be assembled even for the 
most optimistic public school supporters. 

In conclusion, permit me to quote the late Dr. 
Mark Fakkema, the leading pioneer of the modern 
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Christian school movement. He said: 

Shortly after the first quarter of the last century 
there lived a man in New England who has been 
called the “Father of the Public School.” His name 
was Horace Mann. He was a Unitarian. He was a 
leader in education. He sought to bring about a 
change in the existing private schools of his day. It 
was his ambition to introduce socialized education 
into this country. This was not an American idea. He 
imported it from Prussia in Europe. Having visited 
Prussia, he conceived the idea of promoting a Prus- 
sian type of education in America. Copying Prussia 
he sought to introduce a system of education in our 
country which was state-controlled, state-owned, and 
of course, state financed. 

In trying to import this foreign system of education 
into our country, he was confronted with one great 
difficulty. It was this: In Prussia there was no separa- 
tion of church and state. Consequently, the state 
schools in Prussia were free to teach the religion 
common to that nation. However, in America we have 
separation of church and state and this has increas- 
ingly been interpreted to mean that state schools do 
not have the right-to teach the Christian religion. 
They may teach a Christ-ignoring philosophy but 
they may not teach Christ. They make comment on 
the books written by men but the law forbids them to 
make comment on the Book of God. The Bible may be 
contradicted by the anti-religious teaching of evolu- 
tion, but the teaching of the religion of the Bible is 
forbidden. It should be apparent that the interpreta- 
tion of Geography, Arithmetic and History in the 
light of Scripture — which is the only true interpreta- 
tion — must needs be lost in the crucible of secular 
instruction. 

In these brief words Dr. Fakkema brings into 
focus, at least for the Christian, the very heart of 
the problem. The public school system in America 


is an educational house divided against itself. 


“The cat family has always produced 
cats and the dog family has always 
produced dogs and there is not one 

fossilized bone anywhere in the world 
that gives evidence to the contrary.” 
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EVOLUTION AND THE 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 


Is evolution taught in Christian schools? In a 
sense, yes, but I prefer the word exposed in place of 
taught. Christian school students are exposed to 
the philosophy of evolution and they are taught the 
Biblical account of creation or the creationist view. 
The word taught implies teaching a particular 
truth in a positive way. There is no scientific evi- 
dence that evolution can be construed as truth. As 
a matter of fact, there is a growing number of 
scientists who are Christian who claim it takes 
considerably more faith to believe the idea of 
evolution than it does to believe the creationist’s 
view. In the minds of many scientists, the evolu- 
tion theory, from the scientific point of view, is owt 
of gas and is incapable of accounting for life on 
earth. 
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Dr. Henry M. Morris, Director of the Institute 
for Creation Research and Academic Vice- 
President of Christian Heritage College in San 
Diego, California, is probably the nation’s leading 
spokesman for scientific creationism. He said: 

Although widely promoted as a scientific fact, evolu- 
tion has never been proved scientifically. Some writers 
still call it the “theory” of evolution, but even this is too 
generous. A scientific hypothesis should be capable of 
being tested in some way, to determine whether or not 
it is true, but evolution cannot be tested. No laboratory 
experiment can either confirm or falsify a process 
which, by its very nature, requires millions of years to 
accomplish significant results. 

Evolution is, therefore, neither fact, theory, nor 
hypothesis. It is a belief — and nothing more. 
Charles Darwin’s philosophy of earth’s creation 

began with his work called Origin of Species in 
1859. The scientific community picked up his 
philosophy and clothed it in scientific respectabil- 
ity. This occured at a time when science was fast 
becoming the god of the intellectual community. 

I recall vividly my own public high school biol- 
ogy teacher presenting Darwin’s evolutionary 
ideas. In a short span of time he thoroughly shook 
my faith in God and my belief in the authority of 
the Scriptures. Other Christian students were also 
affected. Although I survived the ordeal, others did 
not. So overwhelming were the evolutionary ar- 
guments in those years that Christian leaders had 
few, if any, solid counter explanations. It was dif- 
ficult to argue against science. The cloak of scien- 
tific validity had performed the snow-job of the 
century. Even in a Christian college I was pre- 
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sented with the “Gap Theory” — the idea that 
there was an evolutionary gap of several millions 
of years between Genesis 1:1 and 1:2. I am not 
critical of my Christian college professors for this 
error because the “Gap Theory” was the prevailing 
explanation making the rounds in the Christian 
community in the 1950’s. Evolution was simply 
referred to as God’s method of creation. 

Gradually, in the 1960's, the walls of scientific 
credibility surrounding the theory of evolution 
began to crumble. A host of scientists, Christian 
and non-Christian, began to chip away the veneer 
that surrounded Darwin’s hoax of the century. 

Among the so-called scientific evidences sup- 
porting evolutionary ideas to come tumbling down 
was the Carbon-14 dating method — the scientific 
method that has proven that much of the earth and 
its fossils are millions of years old. Unfortunately 
for the evolutionists this method does not with- 
stand scientific scrutiny. For example, the August 
1963 issue of Science magazine records the work of 
Dr. M.S. Keith and G. M. Anderson in an article 
entitled, “Radiocarbon Dating: Fictitious Results 
with Mollusks Shells.” In essence the article says 
that the shells of /iving mollusks were calculated 
to have been dead 2,300 years! It is interesting to 
note that Willard Libby, the inventor of the 
Carbon-14 dating method, won a Nobel Prize for 
his “scientific achievement.” 

A second evolutionary idea to collapse was the 
principle that the systems of nature are continu- 
ally improving and getting better and better or 
ever evolving upward. Physicists have universally 
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accepted the Second Law of Thermodynamics 
which states that “there exists a universal principle 
of change in nature which is downhill, not uphill, 
as evolution requires.” Dr. Isaac Asimov, writing is 
the May 1973 issue of Science Digest, said, “As far 
as we know, all changes are in the direction of increas- 
ing disorder, of increasing randomness, of running 
down.” 

Of course, such scientific information is not too 
popular with the people who claim their ancestors 
evolved from a primeval cell. 

A third evolutionary principle that has fallen 
flatter than a fritter is the idea that fossils buried 
deep in the earth prove evolution. Just the opposite 
is true. Man has yet to find a fossil that is in the 
transitional stage from one species to another 
species. To put it in more simple terms, the cat 
family has always produced cats and the dog fam- 
ily has always produced dogs and there is not one 
fossilized bone anywhere in the world that gives 
evidence to the contrary. To those of us who may 
have been shaken by evolutionary teaching, it is 
interesting now to see the evolution idea fast be- 
coming the albatross around the necks of mul- 
titudes of teachers, scientists and publishers who 
have perpetuated the evolutionary cause in the 
name of science. 

In the foreword of his newest book, Scientific 
Creationism, written for Christian school 
educators, Dr. Henry Morris makes the following 
statement: 

The widespread movement in recent years toward 
the establishment of new private Christian schools has 
been stimulated largely by the failure of the public 


Evolution and the Christian School... / 107 


schools to maintain academic and philosophic objec- 
tivity. In the name of modern science and of church- 
state separation, the Bible and theistic religion have 
been effectively banned from curricula, and a nonthe- 
istic religion of secular evolutionary humanism has 
become, for all practical purposes, the official state 
religion promoted in the public schools. 

The results of two generations of this evolutionary 
indoctrination have been devastating. Secularized 
schools have begotten a secularized society. The child 
is the father of the man and, if the child is led to believe 
he is merely an evolved beast, the man he becomes will 
behave as a beast, either aggressively struggling for 
supremacy himself or blindly following aggressive 
leaders. 

Evolutionist teaching is not only harmful sociologi- 
cally, but it is false scientifically and historically. Man 
and his world are “not” products of an evolutionary 
process but, rather, are special creations of God. (See 
Exodus 20:11; 31:17-19.) 

That being true it follows that real understanding of 
man and his world can only be acquired in a 
thoroughgoing creationist frame of reference. True 
education in every field should be structured around 
creationism, not evolution. 

Most Christian schools are, therefore, committed to 
Biblical creationism as a basic premise in their 
philosophy of education. The Christian school move- 
ment is urgently needed in today’s world and is al- 
ready making a vital impact. Fortunate is the child 
whose parents and church leaders think enough of his 
future character and his eternal welfare to see that he 
has a solid and thorough Christian education. 

It is true that Christian school youngsters are 
being exposed to the errors of evolution and that 
they are being taught that true science is not in 
conflict with God’s Word. 


‘““As a Christian in the public school 
system, on numerous occasions | was 
in a position of compromise.” 
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WHY MANY FORMER 
PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS 
NOW TEACH IN 
CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 


As a history major in college I learned that 
eyewitnesses are considered primary sources and 
provide the most reliable evidence for chronicling 
historical facts. On that basis I think you will 
agree that teachers who have taught in public 
schools but now teach in Christian schools are 
believable witnesses to the difference between 
secular and Christian education. Shortly after the 
release of my first book, The Christian School: 
Why It Is Right for.Your Child (Victor Books), I 
conducted a nationwide survey of former public 
school educators who now teach in Christian 
schools. I asked them to explain why they have 
chosen to teach in Christian schools. Their in- 
teresting statements follow: 
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As a Christian in the public school system, on 
numerous occasions I was in a position of compromise. 
As a Christian, I knew what was right but as an 
employee of the State, I was ordered to not do right, but 
to do whatever the system dictated. Discipline was 
decaying rapidly and students were sent out of school 
into society supposedly “equipped.” As I let the Lord 
take my life completely, the compromising became im- 
possible. No way could I go against my convictions by 
sanctioning rock music, moral decay, and a Godless 
education. I now teach the whole story beginning with 
accepting God’s gift of eternal life. I now can teach 
something that is not relative but that is absolute 
TRUTH — His Word. Now lives are being “equipped” 
to stand in this world. In Colossians 2:8, Paul says, 
“Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

A seventh grade teacher 
Fairhaven Christian Academy, Chesterton, Indiana 


Asa former public school teacher of ten and one half 
years, I have now decided to teach in a Christian 
school. It definitely is not because of the financial 
reward because I could earn well over double what I 
now earn. It is not due to lack of preparation for I have 
a B.S. in Education and lack only five classes having 
my Masters in Education. It is not due to convenience 
since I drive well over thirty miles one way to our 
Christian school each day. My only real reason is 
“LOVE; ” love of God, love of children, love of learning, 
and love of life. TO HELP TO INTRODUCE A 
CHILD TO CHRIST’S LOVE AND HELP THE 
CHILD BUILD A PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP 
WITH GOD HAS REWARDS NOTHING ELSE 
CAN MATCH. 

A high school teacher 
Gateway Christian School, St. Louis, Missouri 
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With each passing year while teaching in the public 
school, I became aware of a growing conflict between 
my own personal values and standards and those 
being instilled by the school asa whole. By being a part 
of the teaching team, I was actually compromising and 
giving my approval (silently, perhaps) to lowering 
moral standards, loose discipline, planned social ac- 
tivities, dress of students, and the humanistic view- 
point of many in the public school. Also, as Chairman 
of the Language Arts Department, I was likewise dis- 
playing my acceptance of all the literature being pre- 
sented on both the junior and senior high school levels, 
some of which I felt should be neither exposed nor 
taught to young people. I therefore prayed to be placed 
in a teaching situation with Christian standards 
where the Bible could be read and used as a guide, 
problems could be prayed about together, control 
would be stronger, high moral standards would be 
upheld, dress would be modest, social activities would 
be Christ-pleasing, the TRUE meaning of holidays 
could be openly discussed and celebrated, and all lit- 
erature could be analyzed from a Christian (Biblical) 
viewpoint. 

When I left the public school and joined a Christian 
faculty, I was certainly not aware of the advantages of 
the Christian school. For instance, a real help to me 
each morning is the teachers’ devotional time together. 
This helps to establish the proper outlook for the day, 
and it is a real encouragement to know that the 
teachers area TRUE team, with the same basic Chris- 
tian goalsin mind. Also, after a few months teaching, I 
came to more fully realize that Bible study and teach- 
ing is not just an additional segment attached to the 
academic program of the Christian school, but is an 
integral part of every facet of the school day. 

An intermediate and high school English teacher 
Calvary Baptist Christian Academy, Meadville, 
Pennsylvania 
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When I first entered public school teaching.in 1952, 
I was able to read from the Bible freely and pray with 
my students. However, this still was not enough to 
develop an effective set of values and morals within the 
students. (God can’t be tacked onto something. He 
must totally govern.) Gradually over the years, even 
the Bible and prayer disappeared completely and a 
tidal wave of secular philosophy has swept in. Asa 
result, in 1965, after seven years of teaching and six 
years of administration, I felt led to leave and enter 
Christian school education. It has been an exciting ten 
years of seeing God’s Hand bless and expand our 
school as well as the whole ministry. 
Headmaster 
The Christian Academy, Brookhaven, Pennsylvania 


I find that teaching in a Christian school puts me in 
the Biblical position of authority as the teacher. Stu- 
dents have asked, on occasion, “Why should I obey 
you?” As a Christian teacher, I have an answer. It is 
not because I am older, or bigger, or stronger, or 
smarter. It is because I have been given the responsibil- 
ity and authority of God being the teacher and God 
commands, because of my position, I am to be obeyed 
by my students. So even if they are bigger, stronger, or 
smarter than I, they still are to obey me. When this 
kind of Biblical authority is understood in the class- 
room, power struggles between teacher and students 
cease (or at least are infrequent). Things are in order 
because they are the way God intended them to be. And 
it becomes easier to point out the magnificence of God 
through biology, math or Bible since He’s the one in 
charge of the class in the first place. God’s order just 
makes everything easier. 

A high school teacher 
Baymonte Christian School, Scotts Valley, Califor- 
nia 
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After teaching math four years in an inner city 
school of Rochester, I was convicted about being part of 
asystem that denies the existence of God, promotes the 
goodness of man and indoctrinates a life style of rel- 
ativism. I could neither witness freely to students nor 
appeal to the Bible as the absolute authority for faith 
and practice. Under the leading of the Holy Spirit 
through God’s Word, I left my tenured position in the 
public schools to teach in a Christian school where 
children are taught the Truth of God’s Word. 

A high school teacher 
God and Country School, Rochester, New York 


When I taught the child in only mind and body in 
the public school it seemed that there was so much left 
unfinished. Yet at that time I didn’t know what it was. 
Now that Jesus is my Lord, Savior and Authority, I 
can teach His love and authority to students for appli- 
cation to their lives. The monetary loss does not come 
near the spiritual gain found in answering the Lord's 
call to teach in a Christian school. 

A third and fourth grade teacher 
Victor Valley Christian School, Victorville, 
California 


Our nation will become what our children are 
taught. What goes into achild’s mind comes out in his 
life. This is my conviction. As a former public school 
teacher (eleven years) I am now teaching in a Chris- 
tian day school. I have never been happier in all my 
life. When I first started teaching in public school, in 
1957, I was given complete freedom to use flannel- 
graph materials, etc., for devotional time along with 
prayer time. When I left public school in 1968, I could 
read only a few verses from the Bible, with NO com- 
ment and NO prayer time. Along with this, textbooks 
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have been systematically eliminating the basic moral 
and philosophical precepts of Biblical Christianity 
and good common sense. Anti-Americanism was 
rampant on every hand. Disrespect to parents, 
teachers, and principals was a daily occurrence. I felt 
as though my “hands were tied.” For the past three 
years, teaching in a Christian school has afforded a 
blessed opportunity to serve the Lord daily. Each year, 
boys and girls have come to know Christ as their 
personal Savuor, which of course, would have been 
impossible in public schools. Needless to say, 1 am 
“sold” on Christian education. 

A third grade teacher 

Faith Christian School, Ramseur, North Carolina 


For years I rationalized that I could reach more 
children by teaching in a public school but as one led 
by God to work with children, I realized six years ago 
that it is both my obligation and privilege to train the 
child in a completely Christian atmosphere. In a 
Christian school, each subject can be taught on the 
premise that mastering skills enables the Christian 
child to communicate more effectively with a lost and 
dying world. Discipline is consistent for it becomes a 
useful tool in molding “disciples” for the Lord's serv- 
ice. Since guiding and training children is not an easy 
task, I shall be grateful throughout all eternity that 
Christ is the MASTER TEACHER in my classroom. 
A primary grade teacher 
Florida Christian School, Miami, Florida 


After nineteen years of teaching in the public school 
of New York state, my first year of teaching at Auburn 
Christian School has brought great contentment. I 
have been able to praise God with my class while 
teaching the “three R’s.” We are free to read God's 
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Word and exalt His name together. New experiences 
began the first week when a kindergarten boy 
answered my question of “Who is God?” by saying, 
“God is best.” In prayer time circle we have talked to 
God about our families, neighbors, friends and lead- 
ers. We have been able to share the joys of answered 
prayer. 

A primary grade teacher 

Auburn Christian School, Auburn, New York 


I think you will agree these statements by 
former public school educators, who now teach in 
Christian schools, reflect a strong sense of 
priorities and a firm dedication to the Lord. These 
characteristics are typical of thousands of Christ- 
ian school educators across the country. Such dedi- 
cation has made the Christian school education 
the fastest growing educational movement in 
America. 


“Unfortunately they (parents) come to 
realize too late that sending their 
children to a ‘free’ public school is a 
very expensive thing to do.” 

Tim LaHaye 
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Answers 
To Common Questions 


About Christian Schools 


WHAT IS THE BASIC DIFFERENCE BE- 
TWEEN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND SEC- 
ULAR EDUCATION? 

The Holt Intermediate Dictionary of American 
English defines the word secular as “having to do 
with this world and its affairs; not religious or 
spiritual.” Christian School education is almost 
the exact opposite of secular education. It is, in 
fact, religious and spiritual. Its purpose is not to 
draw away from the message of God’s Word but to 
inspire love and respect for it. Instead of being 
worldly and man-centered, Christian education is 
Christ-centered. It is a positive form of education 
that inspires learning in the basics of education. It 
places the supremacy of God and His Word over the 
supremacy of man and his man-made achieve- 
ments. 
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ARE STUDENTS IN A CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
SHELTERED FROM THE COLD REALITIES OF 
THE WORLD? 

The Christian school has been put down with 
this particular question more than any other. The 
question rests on several assumptions that are not 
true. The first assumption is that non-Christian 
teachers in public schools are better prepared to 
train Christian youngsters to live as Christians in 
a non-Christian world than Christian teachers ina 
Christian school. Pardon the mind bender sen- 
tence but the full reality of the situation is that 
non-Christian teachers in non-Christian public 
schools usually succeed in training Christian and 
non-Christian students to live as non-Christians 
in the world. Rather than adjusting to the world, 
they are conforming to the world. 

I recently interviewed Dr. Tim LaHaye on my 
radio program, CHRISTIAN SCHOOL COM- 
MENT. This program is released daily on ten radio 
stations in the west. Dr. LaHaye is one of the 
nation’s best known pastors and, in my view, one of 
the finest Christian writers in the world today. 
Scott Memorial Baptist Church in San Diego, pas- 
tored by Tim LaHaye, sponsors a large Christian 
school program including a pre-school, two 
elementary schools, a large Christian High School 
and the well-known Christian Heritage College. 
During my radio interview with Dr. LaHaye I 
asked, “How do you feel about parents who say, ‘I 
send my children to the public school because I 
don’t want to shelter them?’ ” Dr. LaHaye 
answered, “In the first place, I don’t think they are 
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being objective. They are already colored by the 
fact they will have to pay tuition if they send their 
youngsters to one of our Christian schools. Unfor- 
tunately they come to realize too late that sending 
their children to a free public school is a very ex- 
pensive thing to do. The shipwrecks end up in my 
office. That’s where I was alerted to this whole 
problem of the devastating effect of public educa- 
tion on Christian young people. And in reality it is 
a ridiculous concept to expect a youngster to do 
battle with a non-Christian teacher who may bea 
master-degreed individual with years of experi- 
ence. He knows how to jerk the rug out from under 
this kid and make a fool of him in the classroom. 
We don’t send out missionaries this way. We train 
them over many years with graduate school and 
all the rest. Then we send them out to work with 
people who can’t read or write. But all too many 
Christians will expose their kids to public school 
educators who may be mental perverts and skilled 
in the art of deception. To me it is insanity!” 

Christian schools are often referred to as 
greenhouses or hothouses that create a sheltered 
environment for children. This brings us to our 
second assumption. The assumption is that a 
greenhouse is good for young and tender plants but 
somehow the semi-protected environment of a 
Christian school is not good for children. 

The greenhouse plant-growing analogy carries 
some interesting parallels. Everyone knows the 
purpose of a greenhouse is to give young plants a 
head start. The ideal environment of the 
greenhouse protects the plants from destructive 
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elements during their early delicate growing sea- 
son and provides them with proper conditions for 
maximum maturity. At a given point the young 
plants reach a “oraduation point” and they are 
ready for transplant. The end result is they are 
larger, stronger, more productive and better pre- 
pared to ward off plant diseases than their coun- 
terparts who had their start in the wilds. 

There is more to this than just theory. | could 
bring forward a host of witnesses who would sup- 
port the idea that a wholesome Bible-centered en- 
vironment at home and at school does, in fact, 
produce wholesome Bible-centered children and 
young people. lam impressed with the words of the 
following pastors on this subject: 

Dr. David Hocking is a dynamic young pastor of 
the burgeoning First Brethren Church in Long 
Beach, California. This church has had a large 
Christian school ministry for 27 years which now 
includes a pre-school, two elementary schools, a 
junior and senior high school, an under-graduate 
college program and a graduate school offering 
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in Christian ministries — 
the total program involves more than 1,500 stu- 
dents. 

Dr. Hocking states, “time has proven that 
youngsters in my congregation who attend our 
Brethren Church Schools are significantly more 
loyal to the church and very often take positions of 
leadership as they reach their adult years than their 
counterparts who attend the public system.” Pastor 
Hocking is a product of the church and school he 
now pastors. He began school there in the second 
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grade. 

Pastor J. Kenneth Adams, Sr., pastors a church 
in Phoenix, Arizona, which is a supporting church 
of Phoenix Christian High School, one of the lead- 
ing Christian high schools in America. He said, 
“Now after years in the ministry, I can also compare 
the end result of students coming through Christ- 
ian education and those who did not. Their years of 
experience have made me a sober partisan to 
Christ-centered education at all levels.” 

In 1971, Paul B. Smith, pastor of People’s 
Church of Toronto, Canada, a church which gives 
more than a million dollars to missions each year, 


wrote in “Child Evangelism Magazine,” 

Ifl had my life as a pastor to live over again, I would 
warn my people constantly about the dangers of the 
North American public school system. Over a period 
of 30 years I have watched with a heavy heart the 
devastating effects of the public schools, both on my 
own children and those on many of my congregation. 


Pastor Smith has established a large Christian 
school in his church. 


WILL THE U.S. INFLATIONARY PROBLEMS 
AFFECT THE GROWTH OF CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOLS? 

Christian schools have had their greatest 
growth period in the last fives years. Con- 
sequently, as a movement, Christian schools have 
weathered only a few periods of national financial 
recession. In the past, financial recessions have 
slowed Christian school growth but never has 
there been a decline in the over-all student en- 
rollment figures. 
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The growth patterns of the California Associa- 
tion of Christian Schools (now known as the 
WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN 
SCHOOLS) are typical of Christian school growth 
throughout America. Over the past ten years our 
association’s school membership has increased 
from 68 to 500 schools and colleges and student 
enrollment has climbed from 11,388 to the current 
figure of 63,131. 

Even though Christian schools are forced to 
raise tuitions because of inflation, most parents 
value the Christian education of their children to 
the point they are willing to make whatever finan- 
cial sacrifice necessary to keep their children in 
Christian schools. Depending on the length and 
the severity of the current U.S. money crisis, the 
numerical growth of Christian schools will not be 
substantially affected. 


IS IT UN-AMERICAN TO TAKE CHILDREN 
OUT OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND SEND 
THEM TO PRIVATE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS? 

There are no institutions in our country that are 
quite so American as our private Christian schools 
and colleges. Christian schools preceded public 
education in America by more than 200 years. One 
of the main reasons the pilgrims came to this coun- 
try from Holland in 1620 was to establish private 
Christian schools that would reflect their views. 
Not only did our pilgrim forefathers establish 
Christian schools but sixteen years after the pil- 
grims landed at Plymouth Rock, Harvard Univer- 
sity was founded as a ministerial training institu- 
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tion and named for Evangelist John Harvard. All 
of the early educational institutions in America 
were private Christian schools. Sending your 
youngsters to America’s Christian schools is as 
American as Plymouth Rock, Betsy Ross and the 
Declaration of Independence! 
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training children and young people. 


He is eminently qualified to approach such a topic. 
During the past twenty years, he has served as 
pastor, publisher, Christian school teacher and 
principal: He is presently Executive Director of one of 
the largest Christian School organizations in the 
United States. He and his wife Annie are successfully 
raising three beautiful daughters who have each had 
the advantage of a Bible-centered family and school. 


The message of this book has grown out of his own 
experience and from his contacts with parents and 
educators. The practical challenges and suggestions 
in this book will help families and schools to be 
motivated to implement God’s Word in everyday 
experience. —. ~ | 


James W. Braley 
Director of Curriculum Services 
Western Association of Christian Schools ~ - _——" 


